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1 CONSIDER AN HUMAN SOUL WITHOUT EDUCA® 
9 _ TION, LIKE MARELE IN THE QUARRY, WHICH 
SHEWS NONE OF ITS INHERENT BEAUTIES 
1 © TFEL THE SKILL OF THS POLISHER FETCHES 
. our THE COLOURS, MAKES THE SURFACE 
SHINE, AND DISCOVERS EVERY CANAMENTAL 

'CLOUD, SPOT, AND VEIN THAT RUNS TAO O 
THE BODY OF IT, EDUCATION, AFTER THE 
SAME MANNER, WHEN IT WORKS UPON A NO- 
 -BLE MIND, DRAWS OUT TO VIEW EVERY LA- 
TENT VIRTUE AND PERFECTION, WHICH 
"WITHOUT SUCH HELPS AKE NEVER AELE TO 

MAKE THEIR APFEARANCE., ; 
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Mrs. MON TAG, 


MADAM, 


BELIEVE, you are hy 
ſuaded that I never entery 
tained a thou ght of appearing in 
public, when the deſire of be- 
ing uſeful to one dear child, in 
whom I take the tendereſt in- 
| tereſt, induced me to write the 
following Letters: perhaps it 
was the partiality of friendſhip, 
which ſo far biaſſed your judg- 
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ment from being conHidered as 
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nt as to make you 


tem capable of being more ex- 
tenſively uſeful, and warmly to 
recommend the publication of 


them. Though this partiality 
could alone prevent your judg- 


deeiſive in favour of the work, 


it is more flattering to the wri- 


ter chan any literary fame; if, 
however, you will allow me to 
add, that ſome ſtrokes of your 
elegant pen have correct ed theſe 
Letters, I may hope, they will 
1 be 
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be receined » — 
jadgmeat from the reader, and 
perhaps will, enable them t 
make ſome ulcfyl impreſſions on 
thoſe, to whom. * are Now 
particularly offered. 
They onhy, who- 5 — 
your hours are employed. and 
of what important value they are 
to the good and bappincſs of in 
dividuals, as well as to the de- 
light and improvement of the 
public, .can-guſtly eſtimate my 
obli- 


vi DEDICATION. 
obligation to you for the time 
and conſideration you have be- = 
ſtowed on this little work. As 
you have drawn it forth, 1 may 
claim a ſort of right to the 
ornament and protection of your 


name, and to the privilege of 


publicly profeſſing myſelf, with. 
the — eſteem, 


MADAM, 


your much obliged friend, 
and moſt obediing: 
humble ſervant, 


HzSsTER CHAPONE. 
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MY net NIECE, | 
HOUGH: you are ſo happy 
as to have parents, who are. 
both capable and deſirous of giv- 
ing you all proper inſtruction, yet 
I, who love you ſo tenderly, can- 
not help fondly wiſhing to contri- 
bute ſomething, if poſſible, to your 
improvement and welfare: And, as 
J am ſo far ſeparated from you, that 
Vox. I. B it 
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2 Onthe F/, Priviciþtei\of Religiuv. 
it is only by pen and ink I can offer 
voti my ſettiments / I'll hope cat 
your attention muß be engaged by 
ſceing on paper, from the hand ef 
one of your warmeſt friends, Fraths 
of the higheſt importance, which, 
rhough you may hot find new, can 
never be too deeply engraven on 
your mind. Some of chem perhaps 
may make no great impreſſion at 
preſent, and yet may ſo far gain a 
place in your memory a reindilhy to 
retürn to your thoughts when oc- 
caſion recalls'them.” And, if you 
pay me the compliment of preſerv- 
ing my letters, you may poſſibly re- 
peruſe them at ſome future period, 
when conturringeircumſtancesmay 
210713 6 3 give 


rhus they may prove more effectual 
than the ſame things ſpoken in con- 
uerſation. Rut, however this may 
prove, I cannef reſiſt the deſire of 
trying to be in ſome degree uſeful 
to you, on pus ſetting out in a life 
of trial and. diigulty i your ſucceſs: 
im which oauft determine, gur fate 


for ever. 159719 Off 5 Agr „VPB 
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| Hithertg you-haye- thought: as 
Jo child, and underſtood. as a 
4705 child; but it is time * to put 
way childiſh chings. Tou are 
now in your fifteenth year, and muſt | 
ſaon act for yourſelf; therefore i it is 


High time to ſtore your mind with 
B 2 J thoſe 
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& Oni nis Pn R- 
thoſe principles, which muſt direct 
25 conduct, and fix your churac- 
I you deſire to live in Peace 
400 honour, in favbur with God 
and man, and to die in the ge 
rious hope of riſing” from tlie 
grave to a life of endleſs' happi- 
neſs. if theſe things appear worthy 
your ambition, you muſt ſet out in 


earneſt in the purſuit of them. Vir- 


tue and happineſs aft not "attains 
ed by chance, nor by x cold and 
languid approbation; they muſt be 
ſought with ardour, attended to with 
diligence, and every aſſiſtance muſt 


be eagerly embraced that may en- 


able you to obtain them. Conſider, 
that good and evil are now before 


5 
On the Firſi Principles of Religions, 5 
you, that, if you do not heartily 
chooſe and loye the one, you muſt 
undoubtedly bathe wretched victim 
of the other. Tour trial is now be- 
gun; you muſt either become ↄne 
af the glorious children of Cad, wha 
are to rejoige, an his love for ever, or 
a child of deſtuctium — mi 7 ein 
this life, and. puniſhed, with.crexnal 
death hergafteg. Surely, you. will 
be impreſſed by ſoawful a ſituation 
you will earneſtly pray to ba directed 
into chat road of life, which leads 
to excellence and happineſs; and 
you. will he chank ful to every kind =» 
hand that is held out, £9. ſet you 
forward 1 In Your, joue. boy Ades 
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6 % l Fit Princrpits of Riligiom. 

Tu firlt ſtep muſt de to awaken 
"Your tmind to a ferſe of the inipor- 
*rance of the taſk Befbre you: whith 
is no leſs than to bring ydl frail fta. 
ture to that degree of Chriſtlan per- 
feetion, idk 48 to? qualify it for 
immortality, and, with6urwhichit 

is neceſſarily? Adab f Happi- 
"nels; for, it is a tfürh hover to be 
Aothten, hide” G08 14e A ted 
FP "happineſs to virtue, and tmiſeryto 
vice, by the Uflchange cke Harte bf | 
"tk agb; atid that,” 4 wicked being 
ban he continues ſuch) is in a na- 
ral incapacity of enjoying happi- 
l eren the concurrence of all 
| thoſe outward circumſtances, whith 
ina virtuousn mind d wouldproduceir 
HOY A 8 


On the Firſi Principles of Religian. 7 
Ass there ar degrees of vir and 
puniſhment, both. here and, here- 
after; But, let nt my deareſt Nagce 
doom of the wicked—le t out ge- 
ſtres take a nohler flight, and aſpire 
after thoſg j tranſcendent} honours, 
and that, brighter crown, f glory. 
which await ghoſe,who haye excell- 

infinite goodneſs, proportion your 
reward to your labours,., excite: 
every faculty of your ſoul ta;pleaſe 
J and ſery 21 him. 1 To » Fus, zend, 


hat you ought to berwe, andgto 
do. — You muſt corre and purify: 
your heart; cheriſh and improve 


nually mortify and ſubdue thoſe 
that are evil. Lou muſt orm and 
govern your temper and manners, ac 
cording to the laws of bentvolence 
-and juſtice; and qualify yourſelf, 


all its good affections ; and 1conti- 


by all means in your power, for an 
uſeful and agreeable: member of ſo- 


ciety. All this you ſee is no light 
buſineſs, nor can it be performed 


without a ſincere and earneſt appli- 


cation of the mind, as to its great 


and conſtant object. When once 
you conſider life, and the duties of 
£7] . life, 


0e ar ri Brinoipls ra 9 

life, in this manner, you will liſten 
eagerly to the voice of inſtructin 
opportunity of improvement; eve- 
ry ſuſeful hint: will be laid up in 
your heart. and your chief delight 
will be in ſthoſe peffons, and thoſe 
true wiſdom. 2 WE! 1151 £3 nbi 
Shot whigup bas 810 bak 
The only ſure foundation of hu- 
man virtue is Religion, and the foun- 
dation and firſt principle of religion 
anda juſt ſenſe of his attributes. 


This you will think youhave learnꝭd 
long ſince, and poſſeſs in common 
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10 OntheFirft Principles of Ruligine: 


in this enlightened age and nation; 


but, believe me, it is leſs, common 
than you imagine, to belieyę in the 


true God—that is, to form ſuch a 


notion of the Deity as is agreeable to 


truth, and conſiſtent with thoſe. in- 
finite perfections, which all profeſs 


to aſcribe to him. To, form worthy 


notions of the ſupreme Being, as far 
as we are capable, is eſſential to 


true religion and morality; for as it 
is our duty to.imitate thoſe qualities 


of the Divinity, Which are imitable 
by us, ſo is it neceſſary we ſhould 


know what they are, and fatal to 
miſtake them. Can thoſe who. 


think of God wich ſervile dread and 
error, as of a gloomy tyrant, armed 


5, | with 
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Di che" Diſt Principle of Riliginh. in 
-oith" mighty power to torment aid 
"Getty them, be ſaid to believe in 
Affe trüe ds in that God Who, 
cle ſeriptüres ſay, 18 love? — The 

Aindeſt and beſt” of Beings,” We 
—— creatures n bountiful got 
nls, that he ini ght bommunicate to 
chem Lorne 7801 of his on un- 
alterable Hippintfs't < Who tende- 
ſcends to ſtile himfelf our Fathef! 
and, wl Pitiktk us, as a father pl- 
tieth his own cHildren !—Can thoſe 
O expett to pleaſe" God by ctuelty 
to themſelves, or to their fellow- 
creatures = by horrid puniſhments. | 
of their own” bodies 55 the ſin of 

their ſouls r, by more horrid pet. 
ſecution of others for differetice of 


© Fi At 
x 6 opinion, 


1 On the Tigi Principlis of Religion) 

opinion, be called true | believers?: 
Have they not ſet up another God 
in their on minds, who rather rer 
fembles the worſt df beings than-ther 
beſt? — Nor do thoſe act on ſurer 
principles who think? to gain the 
favour of God by ſenſeleſs enthu- 
ſiaſm and frantic m raptures, more 
Ike the wild exceſſes of the moſt de. 
praved human love, than that rea- 
fonable adoration, that holy reve 
rential love, which is due to the 
pure and holy Father of the uni- 
verſe. Thoſe likewiſe, who mur- 
mur againſt his providence and re- 
pine under the reſtraint of his eom- 
mands, cannot firmly believe him 
infinitely. wiſe — If we are 


100 + noc 


Onthe Fig Prinuiplus of Religion) ug 
not diſpoſed to truſt him for future 
events, to' baniſh fruitleſs anxiety; 
and to believe that all things work 
together for good to thoſe that love 
him, ſurely we do not really believe 
in the God of metey and truth. If 
we wiſn to avoid/ all remembrance 
of him, all communion with him, 
as much as we dare; ſurely we do 
not believe him to be the ſource of 
goy and comfort, the n of 
al Wee et DIY 1191 

10 .19018s']- yiou is 3109 

"vw lamentable it is, that ſo 
few hearts ſhould feel the plea- 
ſures of real piety!) that prayer 
and thankſgiving ſnould be per- 
formed, as they too often ate, 

11 5 Nor 
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34 On the' Firft, Principles of Religion.” 


not with joy, and love, and grati- 


tude; but, with cold indifference, 


melancholy dejection, or ſecret hort: 


ror! - it is true, We are all ſuch' 
frail and ſinful creatures, that We 
juſtly fear to have offended our gra-. 
cious father; but, let us remember 
the condition of his forgiveneſs: If 
you have finned . ſin no more.“ 
He is ready to rœeeive you Wwhen- 
ever you ſincerely turn to him and, 
he is ready to aſſiſt you, when; you 
do but deſire to obey him. Let 
your devotion then be the language 
of filial love and gratitude; confide 
to this kindeſt of fathers every 
want, and every wiſſi of your hearty 
enen them all to his will and 
11h freely 


Or the Pirt Princifles of Religlon 15 
freely offer him the diſpoſal of yout- © 
ſelf, and of all your affairs. Thank 
him for his benefits, and even for 
his/ puniſnments = convinced that 
thefe (alſo are benefits, and merci 
fully deſigned for your good. Im- 
plore his direction in all difficul- 
ties; his afſiſtancèe in all trials; his 
comfort and ſüpport in fickneſs or 
affliction; his reſtraining grace in 
the time of proſperity and joy. Do 
not perſiſt in deſtring what his pro- 
vidence denies you; but be aſſured 
it is not good for you. Refuſe not 
any thing he allots you, but em- 
brace it as the beſt and propereſt 
for you. Can you do leſs to. your 
F. Father than what your 

b duty 
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«6 On the Firſt Principles of Religion 
duty to an earthly one requires If 
you were to aſk permiſſion: of your 
father, to do, or t haue any thing 
you deſire, and he ſnould refuſe it 
to you, would yon obſtinately-per- 
ſiſt in ſetting your heart aue 
notwithſtanding his prohibition ? 
would you not rather ſay, My father 
is wiſer than J am; | he loves, me, 
and would not deny my requeſt, if 
it was fit to be granted; I will 
therefore baniſn the thought, and 
chearfully acquieſce in his will? 
How much rather ſhould this 
be ſaid of our heayenly Father, 
whoſe wiſdom cannot be miſ- 
taken, and whoſe bountiful kind- 
neſs is infinite! = Love him there- 
fore 


Prineiplis of Reim. 17 
your earthly parents, but in a much 


On the Fig 1 


higher degree—in the higheſt your 
nature is capable of. Forget not 
to dedicate' yourſelf to his ſervice 
every day; to implore his forgives 
neſs of your faults, and his protec- 
tion from evil, every night: and this 
not merely in formal words, unac- 
companied by any act of the mind, 
but “ in ſpirit and in truth;“ in 
grateful love, and humble adoration. 
Nor let theſe ſtated periods of wor- 
ſhip be your only communication 
with him; accuſtom yourſelf to 
think often of him, in all your 
waking hours; to contemplate his 
wiſdom and power, in the works of 
Vol. I. C his 
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28 Or the Firſt Principles of Religion. 
his hands — to acknowledge his 
goodneſs in every object of uſe o of 
pleafure to delight in giving him 
praiſe in your inmoſt heart, in the 
midſt of every innocent -pratifica- 
tion in the livelieſt hour of ſocial 
enjoyment. ou cannot conceive, 
if you have not experienced, how 
much ſuch ſilent acts of gratitude 
and love will enhance every plea- 
ſure; nor hat ſweet ſerenity! and 
chearfulneſs ſuch reſlections will 
diffuſe over your mind. On the 
other hand, when you are ſuffering 
pain or ſorrow,” when you are con- 
fined to an unpleaſant ſituation, or 
engaged in a painful duty, how 
Will it tupport and animate you, 
19 


* 
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On the Fig Principles e Rais. 29 
to refer yourſelf to your almighty 
Father;} to be aſſured that he 
knows. your: fate and your anten, 
tions; chat no effort of virtue is loſt 
in his ſight, nor the leaſt of aur 
actions or ſufferings diſtegardedcor 
forgotten lthat his hand is ever 
over yau, tocward off every real 
evil, Which is not the effect of your 
own ill conduct, and to relieve eve- 
ry. ſuffering that is not wirbt to 
yaur . n enges 
31 AQ nan. wor I990v! 1s 
You; = my ins os W 
votion is not a melancholy ſenti- 
ment that depreſſes the ſpirits, and 
excludes the ideas of pleaſure, 
which youth is ſo fond of: on the 
01 C. 2 C9 
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20 On the Firſt Princ ples of Religion. 


contrary, there is nothing ſo friend- { 
ty to joy, ſo productiye of trug, 
pleafure, fo peculiarly fuited to the 
warmth and innocence of a youth- 
ful heart. Do not therefore thin 
it too ſoon to turn your mind to 
of your underſtandimg and affecti. 


ons: and, be aſſured, chat the more 


vou inereaſe in love to him, and de- 
ligkt in his laws, the more ybu will 
increaſe in happineſs, in excellence 
and honour: that, in proportion as 
you improve in true piety, you with 
become deur and amiable to your 
fellow creatures; contenteda and 
peaceful in yourſelf; and qualified 
c enjoy the belt bleſſings of this 
DP 0 EE Ife, 
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life, a5 Jeck as to inherit the 95 


II 
ous promiſe of immortality. 
1} 0: 199] 1101 . Ain! Li | A eine 


Thus fat L have ſpoken of the firſt· 
ptinciples of all religion: nate. 
ly, belief in God, worthy notions- 
of his attributes, and ſuitable affec- 
tions towards: him which will na- 
turally excite: a fincere deſire of obe. 
diente. | But, before yqu can obey 
his will, you muſt know What that 
will is; you muſt enquire in What 
manner he has declared it, and 
where yon may find choſe laws, 
which muſt be the r "opt wu 
actions. 199 7 | 51 


The great Ea of an oe are 
indeed written in our hearts, and 
C 3 may 


22 Ow the Firft Proneiplek if Religion,” = 
may be diſcovered by reaſon ; but 
our reaſon is of flow growth; very 
unequally diſpenſed to different K 


1 33 Y } 


ſons; liable to Error, | and confined | 
rl 


within very narrow limits in all, 
If, therefore, God h has vouchſafed 
to grant a particular revelation of | 
his will—if he has been ſo unſpeak- 
ably g gracious as to ſend his ſon in- 

to the world to reclaim mankind 
from Error and wickedneſs—to « ic 
for our fins — and ro teach us the 


S727 


way, to eternal life — furely ; It be- 
comes us to receive his precepts 
with the deepeſt reverence ; to love 
and prize them above all things; 
and t to ſtudy them conſtantly, with 
an earneſt delige to, conform our 


thoughts, 


&y £ + D 


On the Firſt Principles of Religion: 23 
2 our words, and actions 
0 them 78 xo; ! y 101897 TIO 


4 


57 55 4 AS 


As you Ny ance in years and\ un- 
deritanc ing, 1 hope you will be able 


{1 785 * 
to examine or yourſelf the evi 


Tikes 1 7 280 


dences of the Chriſtian” religion, | 


191 Ti 
and that you Will be ' convinced, 


n Of; 1999 26 . 
on rational Fonds, of its "of 
TAY d on Fit 
vine aut ority 7 At preſent, uch 
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enquiries. would demand more ſtü⸗ 
ig 90 


dy, and greater, powers of reaſon 
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ing, than your age admits of. It 
is your part therefore, till you are 
capable of underſtanding t the proofs, 
to believe your Parents: 2nd teachers, 
that the holy ſcriptures ; are * writings 
inſpired by God, containing's 4 true 
hiſtory of facts, in which we ate 

deeply concerned—a true 1 


C 4 the 


24 On the Fin Principles of Rahn 


the laws given by God to Moſes, 
and of the precepts of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, delivered from 
his on mouth to his diſciples, and 
repeated and enlarged upon in the 
edifying epiſttes of his Apoſtles 
who were men chioſen from amongſt 
thoſe, who had the advantage of 
converſing with otir Lord, to bear 
witheſs of his miracles and reſur- 
re&ion — and wh, after his aſcenꝭ 
ſion, were aſſiſted nnd inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt: This ſacred vo. 
lume muſt be the rule of your life. 
In it you will find all truths, ne- 
ceſſary to be believed; and plain 
and eaſy directions, for the practite 


of every dutys Your Bible then 


On the Ff Principles of Ravi 45 
muſt be your chief ſtudy and de- 
light: but, as it contains many Va- 
mous kinds of writing - ſome parts 
obſcured and difficult of interpreta . 
tion; others plain and intelligible to 
the meaneſt capacity — I would 
chiefly: recommend to your frequent 
peruſalſuckbparts'of the ſacred writ- 
ings as are moſt adapted to your 
underſtanding, and moſt neceſſary 
for your inſtruction. Our Sayiour's 
precepts were ſpoken to the com- 
mon people amongſt the Jews and 
were : therefore. given in a manner 
eaſy to be underſtood, and equally 
ſtriking and inſtructive to the learn- 
ed and unlearned: for the moſt 
— may comprehend them, 
wWhilſt 
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whilft the wiſeſt muſt be charmed 
and\awed, by the beautiful and ma- 
jeſtic ſimplicity with which they are 
expreſſed. Of the ſame kind are 


the Ten Commandments; delivered 


by God to Moſes; which; as they 
were deſigned for univerfal laws; 
are worded in the moſt conciſe and 
ſimple manner, yet with a majeſty, 
which commands our utmoſt reve- 
recen bne bort 5701 
| 11088 „ond O03 

I think you will receive great 
pleaſure, as well as improvement, 
from the hiſtorical books of the 
Old Teſtament provided you read 
them as an hiſtory, in a regular 
courſe, and keep the thread of it in 
fi 7 your 


On the Firft Principles of Religion; 27 
your mind, as you go on! 
know of none, true or fictitious, 
tllat is equally wonderful, intereſt- 
ing, and affecting; or that is told 
in ſo ſhort and ſimple a manner as 
this, which is, * all omg Hg the 
moſt authentic; 16! - unos 
MIR 5119000 Tom IA nib No 916 

In my next letter, I will give you 
{ome brief directions, concerning 
the method and courſe I wiſh you 
to purſue, in reading the holy ſcrip- 
tures. May you be enabled to 
make the beſt uſe of this moſt pre- 
cious gift of Ged. this ſacred tre- 
fury of knowledge May you read 
the Bible, not as a taſk, nor as the 
dull employment of that day only, 
VOY In 
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28: Onthe Firſt Principles of Religion. 
in which you are forbidden more 
lively entertainments - but { Witk a 
ſincere and ardent defire of inſtruct” 
tion; with that love and delight in 
God's word, which the holy Pfal- 
miſt ſo pathetically felt, and de- 
ſcribed, and which is the natural 
conſequence of loving God and vir- 
tue . Though I ſpeak this of the 
Bible in general, I would not be un- 
derſtood to mean, that every part 
of the volume is equally intereſting. 
have already ſaid, that it conſiſts 
of various matter, and various kinds 
of books, which muſt be read with 
different views and ſentiments. The 
having ſome general notion of what 
you are to expect from each book. 
9.07 may 


On the N Prinaiples of Religion 20 
may poſſibly help you to underſtand 
them, and will heighten your reliſh ' 
of them, +I ſhall treat you as if you 
were perfectly new! to the whole; 
ſelf; becauſt the ſtime and manner 
in which children uſually read the 
Bible, are vety ill valculated to Z 
make: them; really àcquainted with 
it; and too many people who have! 
read ĩt thus, without underſtanding! 
that they know enough of it,» and 

never afterwards; ſtudy it with at! 
tention, hen they come to a mh 
turer age. ns Dag wor 101 Hi 
On [£35190 mol Qi Br 
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go On tbe Firſt Principles of Religion. 
Adieu, my beloved Niece! If the 
feelings of your heart, whilſt you 
read my letters, correſpond with 
thoſe of mine, whilſt I write them, 


I ſhall not be without the adyanza 
of your partial affection, to gi 
weight to my advice,, for, believe 
me, my own dear girl, my heart 


and eyes overflow with tenderneſs, 
when I tell you, with how warm 


and earneſt prayers for your hap- 
pineſs here, and hereafter, ki fub- 
e bas Hort od as! 


voun -faichful friend fot 


and moſt affectionate _ 


; . 
III eln 
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— proceed to gi ive my deaf 
niece tie ort etched of the 
matter contained in the different 
bodks of the Bible, and of the 
courſe in Which they bought to be 
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The firſt book, GENESTSs, con- 
tains the moſt grand, and, to us, the 
moſt intereſting events, that ever 
happened in the univerſe: — The 
creation of the world, and of man: 
— The deplorable fall of man, from 
his firſt ſtate of excellence and bliſs, 

ta 
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deliverance, which has ſince been 
wrought for us by our bleſſed Sa- 


38 On ohe Study of ile lh Scripturus. 


to the diſtreſſed condition in which 
we ſee all his deſcendants continue: 
I be ſentence of death prenoune- 
ed on Adam, and on all his race 
with the reviving promiſe of that 


viour: — The account of the early 
ſtate of the world : — Of the univer- 
ſal deluge : — The diviſion of man- 
kind into different nations and lan- 
guages: — The ſtory of Abraham, 
the founder of the Jewiſh people; 
whoſeunſhaken faith and obedience, 
under the ſevereſt trial human nature 
could ſuſtain, obtained ſuth favour 
in the fight of God, that he vouchs: 
oy to ſtile him his friend, and 

promiſed 


Os the Stauy of the. holy deer. 3 
promiſed to make of his poſterity 
great nation; and that in his ſeed = 
that is in one of his deſcendants all 
the kirigdoms f the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed: this; you will eaſily ſee, re- 
fers to che Meſſiah, who was to be 
the bleſſiing and deliverance of all 
nations It 18. amazing that the 
Jews, poſſeſſing this prophecy a- 
mone many others; ſhould have 
been ſo blinded by prejudice, as to 
have expected, from this great per- 
ſonage, only a temporal deliverance 
of their own nation from the fubjec- 
tion to which they were reduced un- 
der the Romans: it is equally ama. 
ing, that ſome Chriſtians ſhould, 
even now, confine the bleſſed eſſects 

Vol. I. D of 
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44 On'the Study of the holy Seripturer. 
of his appearance upon earth, to this 
or that particular ſe& or profeſſion, 
when he 1s ſo clearly and emphati- 
cally deſcribed as the Saviour of the 
whole world. The ſtory of Abra- 
ham's proceeding tofacrifice his on- 
ly ſon at the command of God is 
affecting i in the higheſt degree, and 
ſers forth a pattern of aünlimaed 
reſignation, that every one ought 
to imitate, in thoſe trials of obe- 
dience under temptation, or of ac- 
guieſcence under afflicting diſpenſa- 
tions, which falt to their lot : of this 
we may be afſured}* that our trials 
will be always proportioned to'the 
powers afforded us: If we have not 
Abraham's ſtrength of mind, nei- 
ya e. -. mer 


On the Study of the boly Scriptarers, 35 
8 ſhall we be called upon to lift 
the bloody knife againſt the boſom 
of an only child; but, if the al- 
againſt; him, we muſt be ready to 
reſign him, and all we hold dear, 
to the divine ill. This action of 
Abraham has been cenſured by 
ſome, ho do not attend to che dif- 
tinction between obedience 19.4 ſpe· ; 
cial, command and the deteſtably 
cruel ſacrifices of the Heathens, who 
ſometimes volyntarily, and without 
any divine injunctions, offered up 
their own children, under the no- 
tion of appeaſing the anger of their 
gods. An abſolute command from 


Cod himſelf—as in the caſe of A bra- 
ol D 2 | ham— 


30 On the Study of the hene, 
ham entirely alters the moral na- 
ture of the action; ſince he, and he 
only, has a perfect right over the 
lives of his creatures, and may ap- 
point whom he will, either angel or 
man, to be his inſtrument of de- 
ſtruction. That it was really che 
voice of God, which. pronounced 
the command, and not a deluſion, 
might be made certain toAbraham's 
mind, by means we do not compre- 
hend, but which we know to be 
within the power of im who made 
our ſouls as well as bodies, and. 
who can controul and direct every 
faculty of the human mind: and, 
we may be aſſured, that if he was 
r to reveal himſelf ſo miracu- 
I | louſly, 
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On the Seay of 162 bah hep. 35 
louſly, he would not leave à a PO 
bility of doubting wherher it Was A 
real or an imaginary revelatioh': 
thus the ſacrifice of Abraham *ap- 
pears'to be clear of all ſuperſtition; 
and remains the nobleſt inſtance of 
religious Faith and fubmiſſion that 
was ever given by a mere man: we 
cannot wonder that the bleſſings be- 
owed” on him for it mould have 
been extended to his poſterity. — 
This book proceeds with the Hif- 
tory of Iſaac, which becomes Very 
intereſtang to us, from the touch 
ing ſcene I have mentioned — and, 
ill more fo, if we confi der him 
as the type of our Saviour: K re. 
counts his marriage with ReBeccans® 

D 3 the 


— 
— 


EE — W — — — 


2 —— 


—— —— —E-üĩ. — 


— 


— 
of . 


= * 
* Fo. <-> —— — = 


— —— — — A — 

- \ - Fi I = - ACT z7 — Co * 4 _— = 

— A 2 = 2 9 —— - — — 2 4 => 
- — — — - — N= — bs — — — — 2 — —— \ \ + a= — — 
————— I, 2 — K — > * — — E 4 _— — — — 
- — — — 8 — — — — — P _ — — SZ — — 2 = =y __ 
p — * 5 : _—_— = —— = —— — - . — Ex) = 
8 — - — — — = —_ — . — >. — - 
— - — — — — — — — — _ — — — —— — _ = * 
a — 2 1 * — — — * * — — — — ——— — <a pa p — Jay — — 1 5 j cd. a4 
* — — — — > ——— — — ́ ” — a — * — - * a —— — - - = 
2 -— . — — = — —— — — — —_— —. — — — — — -—— - = 2 - 
* 


4 ic " — — 
— hs. — og CIR 
4c + — N — — 


39 On the Study of the holy Seripur ru. 

the birth and hiſtory of his two'ſons; 
Jacob, the father of the twelve 
tribes, and Eſau, the father of the 
Edomites or Idumeans — the ex. 


quiſitely affecting Rory of Joſeph 


and his brethren — and of his trau 
planting the Iſraelites into Egypr, - 
who there multiplied to a Kara 


nation. Os 50 | 
| 1811 10 YI6199999h 
In Exopus, yu Tur of a ſeries of 
wonders, tg by the Almighty, 
to reſcue the oppteſſed Iſraelites 
from the cruel tyranny of the Egyp- 
tians, who, having firſt received 
them as gueſts, by degrees reduced 
them to a ſtate of flavery. By the 
moſt peculiar mercies and exertions 
in 


On (he Nude lis hh Seriptares, d 
in their fayour, God. prepared, his 
choſen people to receive, with rever 
rent and obedient hearts, the 3 om 
reſtitution of.thole. primitive, lays, 
which probably he had rev caled. to 
Adags;ang this immediate deſcen- 
dants, or, which, a lealt, he Had 6 
made known by the dictates of con- 
ſcience, but which, time, and t the 
degeneracy of mankind, had much 
obſcured. This important revela- 
tion was; made to them in the Wil- 
derneſs of Sinah: there, aſſembled 
before the burning mountain, ſur- 
rounded with blackneſs, and 
* darkneſs, and; tempeſt,” they 
haves the awful voice of God Pro- 
nounce the eternal law, impreſſing 
D 4 11. 


40 On the Study of the bol Scriptures. 
it on their hearts, with circum- 
ſtances of terror, but without choſe 
encouragements and thoſe excel; 
lent promiſes, which were after- 
wards offered to mankind by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thus were the great laws 
of morality reſtored to the Jews, 
and through them tranſmitted to 
other nations; and by that means a 
great reſtraint was oppoſed to the 
torrent of vice and impiety, which 
5 8 to > prevail over the Wien 


53H81 6 555 
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To thoſe moral precepts, which 
are of perpetual and univerſal obli- 
gation, were ſuperadded, by the 
miniſtration of Moſes, many pecu- 
lar inflitutions, wiſely adapted to 

different 


different ends either, to f the me- 
mory of thoſe paſt deliverances 
which were figurative of a future 
and far greater falvatiom to place 
jnvidlable barriers between the Jews 
and the idolatrous-/ nations, Dy 
whom they were ſurrounded or, 
to be the Geil ñaw by which the 
pe ee tobe en 170 
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8 e this ſeries of eyents 
and; to eſtabliſh theſe laws with his 
people, God raiſed up that great 
prophet , Moſes, whoſe faith and 
piety enabled him to undertake. and 
execute the moſt, arduous enter- 
prizes, and to purſue, with, una 
bated zca), the weltare of his coun- 

trymen;z 


42 Ou ibe Study of the boly Scriptures. ' 
trymen; even in the hour of death; 
this generous ardour ſtill prevailed: 
his laſt moments were employed in 
fervent prayers for their-proſperity, 
and, in rapturous - gratitude, for 
the glimpſe vouchſafed him of a 
Saviour, far greater than himſelf, 
whom God would one day raiſe up 
to his 1 g Arn UV 


Thus did Moſes; by the excel- 
lency of his faith, obtain a glorious 
pre-eminence among the ſaints and 
prophets in heaven; while, on earth, 
he will be ever revered, as the firſt 
of thoſe benefactors to mankind, 
whoſe labours for the public good 

| | _ — have 
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have endeared their memory to all 
ages , mon ionangg 2s 
a boyolgmy iow 242morm Hal aut 
Fhe next book is LzviTIous, 
which contains little beſides the 
laws for the peculiar ritual obſer- 
vance of the Jews, and therefore 
affords no great inſtruction to us 
now; you may pals it over entire- 
ly :—and, for the ſame reaſon, you 
may omit the firſt eight chapters of 
NuuzzRS. The reſt of Numbers 
is chiefly a continuation of the hiſ- 
cory, with ſome ritual laws. 

In DrurERON OMV, Moſes makes 
a recapitulation of the foregoing 
hiſtory, with zealous exhortations to 

the 


#4. On the Study of the holy. Scriptures. 
the people, faithfully to worſhip 
and obey that God, who had Work- 
ed ſuch amazing wonders for them: 
be promiſes them the nobleſt tem- 

1 poral bleſſings, if they prove obe- 

_=_ dient, and adds the moſt awful and 

1 ſtriking denunciations againſt therm, 

if they rebel, or forſake the true 

God. I have before obſerved, that 

the ſanctions of the Moſaic law were 

temporal rewards and puniſhments, 
thoſe. of the New Teſtament are 
eternal: Theſe laſt, as they are ſo 
infinitely more forcible than the 
firſt, were reſerved for the laſt, beſt 
gift to mankind—and were revealed 
by the Meſſiah, in the fulleſt and 
cleareſt manner. Moſes, in this 

27101 | book, 


Or nde Study of the boly Scripture). tag. 
book, directs the method in Which. 
che. ſraclites were to deal with the 
ſe yen nations, whom they were ap-" 
pointed to puniſh for their 'profli- 
gacy and idolatry; and whoſe land: 
they were to poſſeſs, when they had 
driven out the old inhabitants. He 
gives them excellent laws, civil as 
well as religious, which were ever 
after the ſtanclitig municipal laws 
of that people. This book con- 
cludes with OY and  deatfi. 2 

The able WG; pm contains 
the conqueſts; of the Ifraelites over 


the ſeven nations, and their eſtabliſn- 
ment in the promiſed land. Their 


treatment of 'theſe conquered na- 
bY 30 * 3 tions 
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tions muſt appear to you very cruel 
and" unjuſt, if you conſider it as 
their own act, unauthorized by a 
poſitive command: but, they had 
the moſt abſolute injunctions, not 
to ſpare theſe corrupt people to 
* make no covenant with them, 
* nor ſhew mercy to them, but 
© utterly to deſtroy them.“ And 
the reaſon is given — leſt they 
* ſhould''turn' away the Iſraelites 
from following the Lord, that 
they might ſerve other Gods*.” 
The children of Iſrael are to be 
conſidered as inſtruments in the 
hand of the Lord, to'puniſh thoſe, 


® Deut. chap, ii. 


whoſe 


On the Study of the holy Scriptures. \ 4 
whoſe idolatry and wickedneſs had 
deſervedly brought deſtruction on 
them: this example, therefore, can · 
not be pleaded in behalf of cruelty, 
or bring any imputation on the cha- 
racter of the Jeẽs. With regard to 
other cities, which did not belong 
to theſe ſeven nations, they were 
directed to deal with them, accord- 
ing to the common law of arms at 
that time. If the city ſubmitted, it 
became tributary, and the people 
were ſpared; if it reſiſted, the men 
were to be ſlain, but the women and 
children ſaved . Let, though the 
crime of cruelty cannot be juſtly 


» Dent, chap. xx. 


laid 


On eie Study of the holy Heripnurer. 
lidl to their charge on this occaſion, 
you will obſerve in the courſe of 
their hiſtory, many things recorded 
of them, very different from what 
you would expect from the choſen 
people of God, if you ſuppoſed 
them: ſelected on account of their 
own merit: their national character 
was by no means amiable; and, 
ve are repeatedly told, that they 
were not choſen for their fuperior 
i righteouſneſs for they were a 
It * ſtiffnecked people, and provok- | 
Is + ed the Lord with their rebellions 
* from the day they left Egypt” — 
*" You have been rebellious againſt 
© the Lord, fore Moſes, from the 
—_— d Gay 
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On the Study of the holy Scriptures. 49 
day that I knew you *,” —And 
he vehemently. exhorts them, not 
to flatter themſelves that their ſuc- 
ceſs was, in any degree, owing to 
their own- merits, They were ap- 
pointed to be the ſcourge of other 
nations, whoſe crimes rendered them 
fit objects of divine chaſtiſement. 
For the ſake of righteous Abra- 
ham, their founder, and perhaps 
for many other wiſe reaſons, undiſ- | = 
covered to us, they were ſelected 4 
from a world over-run with 1dola-- 
try, to preſerye upon earth the. 
pure worſhip of the one only God, 
and to be honoured with the birth 


„Deut. chap, ix. ver. 24. 
Vor. I, E of 
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50 On tbe Study of the holy Seripturet, 

of the Meſſiah amongſt them. For 
this end, they were precluded, hy 
divine command, from mixing with 
any other people, and defended, by 
a great number of peculiar rites 
and obſervances, from falling into 
the corrupt worſhip: eee * 
their enn dr bas „ IauNMee 


1! 81. 


The 3 of Tu UDOBS, | in which 
you. will find the affecting ſtories of 
Sampſon and of Jephtha, carries 
on the hiſtory, from the death of 
Joſhua, about two hundred and fif- 
ty years; but, the facts are not told 
in the times in which they happened, 
which makes ſome confuſion; and 

it will be neceſſary to conſult the 
194190 | mar- 


On the Study of the boly Scriprurer: 51 
marginal dates and notes, as well as 
the index, in order to get any clear 
idea of the ſucceſſion of even 0 dur- 
ing that e 

1 by rior ** hc regu- 
reer t t O books of 
SAMUEL, and thoſe of Kings: no- 
thing can be more intereſting and 
entertaining than the reigns of Saul, 
David, and Sôlomen: but, after 
the death of Solomon, when ten 
tribes rovolted from his ſon Reho- 
boam, and became a ſeparate king- 
dom, you will nd forme difficulty 
in underſtanding diſtinctly the hi 
tories of the two Kingdoms of Urael 
ant Judah; which are blendedto. 

15 E 2 gether, 


32 On the Study of the holy Scriptures: 

gether, and by the likeneſs of the 
names, and other particulars, will 
be apt to confound your mind, 
without great attention to the diffe- 
rent threads thus carried on toge- 
ther: The index here will be of great 
uſe to you. The ſecond book of 
Kings concludes wich the Babylo- 
niſh captivity, 588 years before 
Chriſt - till which time, the king- 
dom of Judah had deſcended unin- 
terruptedly in the line of David. 


The firſt book of CHMRoxICLES be- 
gins with a genealogy from Adam, 
through all the tribes of Iſrael and 
Judah; and the remainder is the 


fame hiſtory, which is contained 


In 
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in the books of Kings, with little or 
no variation, till the ſeparation of 
the ten tribes: From that period, 
it proceeds with the hiſtory of the 
kingdom of Judah alone, and gives 
therefore a more regular and clear 
account of the affairs of Judah 
than the book of Kings. Vou may 
paſs over the firſt book of Chro- 
nicles, and the nine firſt chapters of 
the ſecond book: but, by all means, 
read the remaining chapters, as they 
will give you more clear and di- 
ſtinct ideas of the hiſtory of Judah 
| than that you read in the ſecond 
book of Kings. The ſecond of 
. ends, like the e 
DILLEIC E 3 Kings, 
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a G8 Ma RO BJ 
Kings, with the Babylon "ip. 


tivity. 1 : nh bar 2q 
"214 8 ei bas .yiiviiqs 
You: muſt An hiſtory in 
the book of Eznx a, which gives an 
account of the retüln of ſome of the 
Jews, on the edit of Cytus „ande of 
the rebuilding the Lord E s tempt: 
IW T9VO 2 Vo 
NxNTMIAR carries on the Hiſ- 
tory, for about twelve years, when 
he himſelf was governor of Jeruſa- 
tem, with authority to rebuild the 
walls, &c. mfg "oy 


The ftory of EsrHNrR is prior in 
time to that of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah : as you will ſee by the mar- 

ginal 


8 | 
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ginal dates; however, as it hap- 
pened during the ſeventy years 
captivity, and is a kind of epiſode, 


it may * read in its own place. 


? 
N 


5 \ This. is the laſt, 7 the 8 
books that 516. properly hiſtorical ; 
and I would therefore adviſe, that 
you paſs over what follows, ril you 
have continued the hiſtory through 
the deere, Pod 
The ſtory of Jos i is ; probably 
very ancient, though that 1 18 a point 
upon which learned men have dif- 
fered: It is dated, however, 1520 
years before Chriſt: believe it is 
uncertain by whom it was written: : 
E 4 many 
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many parts of it are obſcure, but 
it is well worth ſtudying, for the: 
extreme beauty of the poetry, and 
for the noble and ſublime devotion 
it contains. The ſubject of the 
diſpute, between Job and his pre- 
tended fr tends, | ſeems, tobe, whe+! 
ther, the providence of God diſtri- 
butes the rewards and puniſhments' 
of. this life, in exact proportion to 
the merit or demerit of each indi- 
vidual. His antagoniſts . ſuppoſe 
that it does; and therefore infer 
from Job's uncommon calamities 
that, notwithſtanding his apparent 
righteouſneſs, he was! in reality a 
grievous, ſinner: They aggravate 
his 2 guilt, by the imputa: 


tion 
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tion of hypocriſy; and call upon him 
tolconfeſs it; and to acknowledge 

the juſtice of his puniſhment!" Job 
aſſerts his o.] innocence and vir- 
tut in the mioſt pathetic manner, 
yet does not preſume to accuſe the 
ſupreme Being of injuſtice. Elihu 
attempts to arbitrate the matter, 
by alledging the impoſſibility that 
0 frail: and ighorant a creature as 
man ſhould comprehend the ways of 
the Almighty, and, therefore, con- 
demns the unzuſt and eruel infe- 
rence the three friends had drawn 
from the ſufferings of Job. He 
alſo blames Job for the preſump- 
tion of acquitting himſelf of all ini. 
galt. ſince the beſt of men ute not 
pure 


pure in the fight of God — but all 


have ſomething to repent of; and 
he adviſes him to make this uſe of 


His afftictions. At laſt; by a bold 


figure of poetry, the ſupreme Being 


himſelf is introduced, | ſpeaking 
from the whirlwind, and ſileneing 


them all by the moſt ſublime diſplay 
of his on power, magnificence, and 


wiſdom, and of the comparative lit- 
''thenefs. and ignorance of man. 
This indeed is the only concluſion 
of the argument, which could be 


drawn, at a time hen life and im- 
mortality were not yet brought to 


light. A future retribution is the 
only ſatisfactory ſolution of the dif- 


ficulty 
% un . 
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ficulty ariſing from the ſuſferings 
* 78 * in thils _ yg 


VDB II | 
DIO loNexrdotlinh: 1 e with | 
-whith/you; cannot be too conver- 
fant” If you have any taſte, either | 
for poetry or devotion, they will be 1 


your delight and will afford you a 
continual feaſt. The Bible tranſla?- | 
tion is far better than that uſed in 
the Common: prayer Book, and, wil! 

often give you the ſenſe, when the f 
other is obſcure. In this, as well | 
as in all other parts of the ſcripture, 
you muſt be careful always to con- 
ſult the margin, which gives you 
the corrections made ſince the laſt 
/ tranſlation, and is generally prefer- 
able 
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able to the words of the text! d. 


would wiſn you to ſelect ſome oß 
the Pſalms that pleaſe you beſt, and 
get them by heart? or; at leafty 
make yourſelf miſtreſs! of the ſen- 
timents contained in them: Dr. 
Delany's Life of David will ſhew 
you the occaſions! on Which ſeberal 
of them were compoſed, which add 
much to their beauty and propriety, 


and by comparing them with the 


events of David's life, you will 
greatly enhance your pleaſure in 
them. Never did the ſpirit of true 
piety breathe more ſtrongly than in 
theſe divine ſongs; which, being 
added to a rich vein of poetry, 
makes them more captivating to 

Un 4 N my 
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my heart and imagination than any 
thing d ever read. You will con- 
ſider how great diſadvantages any 
poeni muſt ſuſtain from being ren- 
dered literally into proſe, and then 
imagine how beautiful theſe muſt 
be in the origihalo May you he 
enabled, by reading them frequent 
ly, to transfuſe into your Own 
breaſt that holy flame which in- 
ſpired the writer h To delight in 
the Lord, and in his laws, like the 
Pſalmiſt to rejoice in him always, 
and to think one day in his courts 
better than a thouſand i But, 
may you eſcape the heart - piercing 
ſorrow of ſuch repentance as that of 
David — by avoiding fin; which 


hum- 
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humbled this unhappy king to the 
duſt—and which coſt him ſuch bit+ 
ter anguiſh, as it is impoſſi ble to 
read of without being moved. Not 
all the pleaſures of the moſt proſ- 
perous ſinner could oounterballance 
the hundredth part of thoſe ſenſa- 
tions, deſcribed in his penitential 
Pſalms — and which muſt be the 
portion of every man, who has fallen 
from a religious ſtate into ſuch 
crimes, when once he recovers a 
ſenſe of religion and virtue, andi is 
brought to a real hatred of ſin; how 
ever available ſuch repentance may 
be to the ſafety and happineſs of the 
ſoul after death, it is a ſtate of ſuch 
exquiſite ſuffering here that, one 


Cans 
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cannot be enough furpriſed ati the 
folly:of- thoſe, ho indulge in fin; 
— W 
tance. chene rs ality who pre- 
ſerve | their innocence unſullied by 
any great or wilful crimes, and 
who have only the common failings 
of humanity to repent of; theſe are 
ſufficiently mortifying to à heart 
deeply ſmitten with the love of wir. 
tue and with the deſire of perfection. 
here are manyvery ſtrik ing pro- 
phecies of the Meſſiah, in theſe di- 
vine ſongs; particularly in Pſalm 
xxii. ſuch may be found ſcattered 
up and down almoſt throughout! the 
Old Teſtament. To bear beſti- 
180 mony 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
33 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


many to bim is the great and ulti- 
mate end, for which the ſpirit of 
prophecy was beſtowed on thera- 
cred writers: but, this will ap- 
pear more plainly to you, When 
you enter on the ſtudy of prophe- 
cy, which you are nom much to 
young to undertake. I . 


The PROVER EBS and Ecegfs1- 
ASTES Are: rich ſtores of { wiſdom. z 
from which, 1-wiſh-you to adopt 
ſuch maxims as maybe of infinite 
uſe, both to your temporal and 
eternal intereſt. But, detached dens 
tences are a kind of reading not 
proper to be continued long at a 
time a few of them well choſen 

194835 and 


The Son or SohOMON is alfine 
poem but its myſtical reference to 
religion lies too deep for à com- 
mon underſtanding: if you read it 
— — pred 
a nm edification. | 

et ſo bei 6 914 SET 
Next follow: the PRoPuzeitsy | 
which though. highly deferving the 

Vol. I. F greateſt 


— — - ks ——— 2 - 
Z — — > — — — —— — — — a — 
- — ———— — __—_—_ — - — — = 
= — - = — ERS — — — . — — 
TY P 8 1 * As. * 2 . 4 


665 Or the Study of the boly. Scriptures: 

greateſt attention and ſtudy, I think 
vou had better omit for ſome years; 
and then read them with a good 
expoſition; as they are much too 
difficult for you to underſtand 
without aſſiſtance. Dr. Newton 
on the Prophecies will help you 
much, whenever you undertake this 
ſtudy — which, you ſhould by all 
means do, when your underſtand- 
ing is ripe enough; becauſe one of 
the main proofs of our religion reſta 
on the teſtimony of the propheciesʒ 


and they are very frequently quots 
ed, and referred to, in the Ney 
Teſtament: beſides, the ſublimity 
af the language and ſentiments, 
through all the diſadvantages of 
antiqujty and tranſlation, muſt, in 
> 010.1 very 


On the' Study of the holy. Stkipturei) 63 
perſon of taſte; and the excellent 
moral and religious precepts found 
neee N 1X9 

Hohau ot uon 101 mib 
Thodgh l have ſpoken of, theſe | 
books, in the-order in which they 
ſtand, I repeat that they are npt to 
be read in chat order hut that the 
thread of the hiſtory is to be pur · 
ſued, from Nehemiah, to the firſt 
book of the MaccaßRxs, in the 
Apocrypha; taking care to obſerve 
the Chronology! regularly, by re- 
ferring to the Index, which ſupplies 
the deficiencies of this hiſtory, fm 


Faſephus' s Antiquities: of, lle, Je wy 
The firſt of Maccabees, Karxifs — 


the tory till within: Fe EY 
1 2 ore? 8. 
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& Un the Stuly of le bah ber pre 
Lord's circumciſion: 'The ſend 
Book k is the ſame narrative, written 
by a different hand, ind docs ht 
bring the hiſtory CO fbrward ue 
firſt; ſo that, it may be entirely 
omitted, unleſs you Have tlie cri 
olity to read ſome particulars bf | 
the hervic conſtancy of the Jes, 
underthe tortures inflicted by their 
heathen * conquerors,” with à few 
other things nor mentioned 1 in the 
firſt book. om I theo 
"You muſt then bane t the _ 
tory by the help of the Index, which 
will: give you brief heads of the 
changes that happened in the ſtate 
of the Jews, from this time, till 
the birth of the Meſſiah. | 


The 
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„The other books of the doom: 
pha, though not admitted as 0 
ſagred authority, have many things 
well worth, your Attention; Particu- 
larly the admirable book called 
ECCLESLASTIQUS:, ang the Book. or 
WIs doi, ut, in the courſe of 
reading mich Jadyile, theſe muſt 
be,omitted 6H afcer you have gone 
through the, Goſpels and Aks,, thax 


YOu; me, the ee 5 
thread. — I muſt reſerve, however 


what I have to ſay to yog, con- 
gerning the Ns ob gtaments an- 
other letter. 367 10 q 501 yd you: 
111 10 2b Pig gs n dar! 
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FE come now 0 that part 
| of ſcripture, Which is the 
moſt ; important of all; and Which 
you muſt make your conſtant tidy, 
not only till vo are thoroughly a0 
quäinted with it, but all your” life 
Jong; becauſe, how often foever 
repeated, it is impofſi ble to read 
the life and death of our blefſett 
Saviour, without renewing and in- 
creaſing in our hearts that love, 
and reverence, and gratitude” to- 
* | wards 
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wards him, which is ſo juſtly due 
for all he did, and ſuffered, for us! 
Eyery word that fell from his lips 
is more precious than all the trea- 
ſures of the earth; for his ** are the 


** words of eternal, life!“ They 
muſt therefore be laid up in your . 
heart, and conſtantly referred i, 

all occaſions, as the rule and direc- 


tion of allyour actions; particular 
ly thoſe, yery comprehenſive pag 


us, which, can palin fail to dire) 
us aright, if fairly; and honeſtly ap- 
7 ſuch as, * whatſoe er 5 
that men Haun do unto you, ev 

< . ſo do unto, them.” — There is s no 


Hens * 


cpcaſiin.. great or ſmall, on which 
NM F 4 you 
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you may not ſafely apply: this rule, 
for the direction of your conduct 
and, whilſt your heart honeſtly ad 
heres to it, you can never be guilty: 
of any ſort of injuſtice or unkind- 
neſs,” The two great command-: 
ments, which contain the ſummary 
of our duty to God and man, are 
no leſs eaſily retained, and made a 
ſtandard, by which to judge our own'- 
hearts. — To fave, Ihe Lord our 
Cad, withall our hearts, with al! 
* our minds, with all our ſtrengtb; 
* ard our neighbour (or fellow crea- 
ture) as ourſelves.” Love work 
eth no ill to his neighbour““ 
Therefore, if you have true benevo- 
m * will never do any things? | 
agtf injurious 


injurious to individuals, or t6 $62 
ciety. Now, all crimes whatever, 
are (in their remoter conſequences, 
at leaſt, if not immediately, and 
apparently) injurious to the ſociety 
in which we live. It is impoſſible 
40 love God, without deſiring to 
pleaſe him, and, as far as we are 
able, to reſemble! him; therefore 
the love of God muſt We 
virtue in the higheſt degree; and, 
we may be ſure, we do not truly | 
love him, if we content ourſelves. 4 
with avoiding flagrant ſins; and do 
not ſtrive, in good earneſt, to reach 
the greateſt degree of perfection we 
are capable of. Thus, do thoſe 
few n direct us to the higheſt 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſt ian virtue. Indeed, the whale 
tenor of the goſpel is to offet:uz 
every help, direction, and motive, 
that can enable us to attain that 
degree of perfection, on which de- 
3 our eternal ana tier vl? 
07 D 2d 

What an ie {et 3 U 
in our bleſſed Maſter ! How ais his 
whole life, from earlieſt youth, de- 
dicated to the purſuit of true wiſ- 
dom, and to the practice of the moſt 
exalted virtue? When you ſee him, 
at elve years of age, in the tem- 
ple, amongſt the doctors, hearing 


them, andaſking them queſtions, on 
the ſubject of religion, and aſto- 


pum them all with his under- 
FO! 6 ſtanding 
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landing und anſwers - you will ſay 
perhaps, Well might the Somof 
God, even at thoſe years, be far 
*.\wifer: chan the aged; but, can a 
mortal child emulate ſuch heaven- 
* ly wiſdom Can ſuch a pattern 
** be propoſed to my imitation?ꝰ 
Ves, my dear; remember that he 
has bequeathed to you his heavenly 
wiſdom, as far as concerns your 
own good. He has left you, ſuch 
declarations of his will, and of the 
conſequences of your actions, as 
you are, even now, fully able to 
underſtand, if you will but attend 
to them. If then you will imitate 
his zeal for knowledge, if you will 
delight + in gaining information and 
f anibns!? 0 improve- 


76 On. the Study of the buly Seripturtte 

improvement: you may even NOW. 
become wiſe unto ſaluatiqm] T5, 
Unmoved by the praiſe he acquired 
amongſt theſe learned men, 70 
ſee him meekly return to, the ſuhn 
jection of a child, under thoſe whe 
appeared to be his, Parents, though, 
he was in reality their Lord ;, you 
ſee him return to live with, them, to 
vork for them, ando to be the joy 
and ſolace of their lives; till the 
timd came, when he. Was to enter 
on that ſcene of public action, for 
Which his -heayenly; father had ſens 
him from his n right hand; t 
take pon him the form of a por 
rorpenterts ſon- What a leſſon of 
pg this, and of Wecken 


106% 
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to parents When, having receive 
ed the glorious teſtimony” from 
been 6 Hie being the beloved 
Son of the moſt? High, he enters on 
his public miniſtry, what an ex- 
ample, does he give us, of che moſt 
extefiſtve and conſtant benevolence! 
— how are all his hours ſpent in 

doing good to the ſouls and bodies 
of men not the meaneſt ſinner 
is below his notice: = to reclaim 
and fave them! he condeſeends to 
converſe familiarly with the moſt 
corrupt, as well as the moſt abject. 
All his miracles are wrought to 
benefit mankind; not one to pu- 
niſh and afffict them. Inſtead of 
Tis the almighty power, which 


com- 
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accompanied him, to the purpoſeiof 
exalting himfelf and treading daun 
his enemies, he makes no other uſt 
at 1 n to * and to faveuiid yl 
| 191 to 2nonom?s 

„When you cajonal to read oof hig 
ſufferings and death, the ignominy 


and reproach, the {otrow! of mind, 


and torment of body which he ſub- 
mitted to when you conſider, that 
it was all for our ſakes that by 
* his ſtripes we are healed” and by 
his death we are raiſed from deſtruc- 
tion to everlaſting life—what can 
ſay, that can add any thing to the 
ſenſations you muſt then feel No 


power of language can make the 
e more touching than it ap- 


Pars 
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pears in the plain and ſimple narra- 
tions of the evangeliſts; The heart 
that is unmoved by it can be ſcarce- 
ly human: but, my dear, the 
emotions of tenderneſs and com- 
punction, which almoſt every one 
feels in reading this account, will be 
of no avail, unleſs applied to the true 
end—unleſs' it inſpires you with a 
fincere and warm affection towards 
your bleſſed Lord — with a firm 
reſolution to obey his commands; 
— to be his faithful diſciple and 
ever to renounce and abhor thoſe 
ſins, which brought mankind uns 
der divine condemnation, and from 
which we have been redeemed, at 
ſo dear a rate. Remember that the 
728009 title 
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title of Chriſtian, .or follower of 
Chriſt, implies. a more than ordi- 
nary degree of holineſs and good- 
neſs. As our motives to virtue are 
ſtronger than thoſe which axe af- 
forded to the reſt of mankind, our 


guilt will be proportionably greater, 
if We depart ne gre rage? 


tive 
QarSavious 2pPRark to have had 
three great purpoſes, in, deſcend- 
ing from his glory, and dwelling 


amongſt men. The firſt, to teach 
them true virtue, both by his 
example and precepts: The ſe- 
cond, to give them the moſt. for- 
Cible motives to the practice of it, 
*. bringing life and immortality 

5 #* to 


*Ow"th# Sth if the bh) Seriptires. r 
„ omit by mög Ment 
certaiity of a fcſurrection and judg- 
ment, and tile äbfolute neceſſitf of 
obecllence to God's laws. The 
third, to facriftce hi mfelf for us, to 
-Brabob his death the remiſſion of 
our fins por our repentance and 
reformation, and the power of be- 
ftowing on his fincere followers 


* 

Bift of immortal 
Mapping! ee e 
=> — 4 46. Tr m3 ©. 


"What tremendous ſcene or the 
th he goſpel place before 
our eyes of that day when you, and 
every one of us: fall awake from tlie 
grave, and behold the Son of God, 
on his glorious tribunal, attended 
Vol. I. G ' > 
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by millions of celeſtial beings, of 
whoſe ſuperior excellence we can 
now form no adequate idea: When 
in preſence of all mankind, of thoſe 
holy angels, and of the great judge 
himſelf you muſt giv San account. 
of your paſt life, and hear your» 
final doom, from which there can 
be no appeal, and which muſt de- 
termine your fate, to all eternity. 
Then think if for a moment you 
can bear the thought what will be 
the deſolation, ſhame and anguiſh: 
of thoſe wretched ſouls, who ſhall 
hear theſe dreadful words De- 
part from me, ye curſed, into even- 
* laſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and bis angels.” — Oh! my 
beloved 
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beloved child ] cannot ſupport 
even the ĩdea of your becoming one 
of theſe undone; loſt creatures! 
truſt in "God's mercy, that you 
will make a better uſe of that 
knowledge of his will, which he has 
youchſafed you, and of thoſe ami- 
able diſpoſitions he has given you. 
Let us therefore turn from this 
horrid, this inſupportable view 
and rather endeavour to imagine, 
as far as is poſſible; what will be 
the ſenſations of your ſoul, if you 
ſhall hear our heavenly judge ad- 
dreſs you in theſe tranſporting 
words — Come, thou bleſſed of my 
* Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
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it muſt be, to become an obj 
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© tion of the wor th what 


7 
f 
the eſteem and applauſe 5 
of all mankind aſſembled together 
— but of all the hoſt of heaven, of 


'our bleſſed Lord himſelf — nay — 


of his and our almighty F yo 


to find your frail fleſh changed in 
a moment into a glorious celeſtial 
body, endowed with perfect beauty, 
health, and agility — to find your 
ſoul cleanſed from all its faults 
and infirmities; exalted to the pureſt 
and nobleſt affections — overflow. 


ing with divine love and raptur- 


008 gratitude —to have your un- 


derſtanding enlightened and refin- 
ed — your heart enlarged and pu- 
1 rified 
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rifed—ande every power, and diſpo- 
bien of mind and body, adapted 
to tl the higheſt 1 reliſh of virtue. and 
| happineſs [—Thus: accompliſhed, to 
be admitted into the ſociety of ami- 
able and happy beings, all united in 
the moſt perfect peace and friend- 
ſhip, all breathing nothing but love 
to God, and to each other; —yith 
them to. "dwell i in ſcenes more; de- 
lightful than the richeſt imagina- 
tion can paint - — free from every 
pain and care, and from all poſſi- 
bility of change or ſatiety: er 
above all, to enjoy the more imme- 
diate preſence of God himſelf—t9 
be able to comprehend, and ad- 


mire his adorable perfections in a 
G 3 high 
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high degree, though ſtill far ſhort 
of their infinity — to be conſcious 
of his love and favour, and td 
- rejoice in the light of his:counte- 
nance | — but, here all imagination 
fails: — We can form no idea of 
that bliſs which may be commu- 
nicated to us by ſuch la near aps 
proach to the ſource of all beauty 
and all good: We muſt content 
ourſelves with believing that it is 
what mortal eye hath not ſeen, nur 
ear heard, neither hath it entered in- 
to the heart of man io conctive. The 
crown of all our joys will be to 
know that we are ſecure of poſſeſ- 
fing them for ever — What a tran- 
ating idea! 2. 
My 
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My deareſt child! can you re- 
flect on all theſe things, and not 
feel the moſt earneſt longings after 
immortality? — Do not all other 


views and deſires ſeem mean and 
trifling, when compared with this? 
— And does not your inmoſt heart 
reſolve that this ſhall be the chief 
and conſtant object of its wiſhes 
and purſuit, through the whole 
courſe of your life ? — If you are 
not inſenſible to that deſire of 
happineſs, which ſeems woven into 
our nature, you cannot ſurely be 
unmoved by the proſpect of ſuch a 
tranſcendant degree of it; and that, 
continued to all eternity perhaps 
continually increaſing. You! can- 
| G 4 not 
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not but dread the forfeiture of ſucli 
an inheritance as the moſt inſup- 
portable evil Remember then 
remember the conditions on which» 
alone it can be obtained. God Wilb 
not give to vice, to careleſſmeſs, dt: 
ſloth, the prize he has propoſed to 
virtue. You have every help that 
can animate your endeavours; 0 
You have written laws to direct you 
— the example of Chriſt and his 
diſciples to encourage you — the 
moſt awakening motives to engage 
you —and, you have beſides, the 
comfortable promiſe: of conſtant 
aſſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, if 
you diligently and ſincerely pray for 
it. O, my dear child! —let not 
1 | all 
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alÞthis mercy; be loſt upon you 
but give your attention to this your: 
only: important Concern, and 40 
cept; with profound gratitude, the 
ineſtimable advantages that are thus 
affeckionately offered ow | on 

O1 bolog 101 2: t 

Though bene EPI are LE. 
of them a narration of the life, ſay- 
ings, and death of Chriſt; yet, as 
they are not exactly alike, but ſome 
circumſtances and ſayings, omitted 
in one, are recorded in another, 
you muſt make maſs POD: 
—— — 1827010 
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endowed with the Holy Ghoſt; and 
autho- 


wv 
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authorized by their divine Maſtery 
come next in order to be read. 
Nothing can be more intereſting 
and edifying, than the hiftory of 
their a&tions—of the piety, zeal, 
and courage, with which they 
preached the glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion — and of the various exertions 
of the wonderful powers conferred 
on them by the Holy Spirit, for 
the confirmation of their miſſion. 


The character of St. Paul, and his 
miraculous converſion, demand your 
particular attention: moſt of the 
apoſtles were men of low birth and 
education; but St. Paul was a Ro- 
man citizen; that is, he poſſeſſed the 

privileges 
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privileges annexed to the freedom 
of the city of Rome, which was 
conſidered as an high diſtinction in 
thoſe countries, that had been 


conquered by the Romans. He 
was educated amongſt the moſt 
learned ſect of the Jews, and by 
one of their principal Doctors. He 
was a man of extraordinary elo- 
quence, as appears not only in his 
writings, but in ſeveral ſpeeches in 
his own defence, pronounced be- 
fore governors and courts of juſtice, 
when he was called to account for 
the doctrines he taught. He ſeems 
to have been of an uncommonly 
warm temper, and zealous in what- 
ever 3 he profeſſed: this zeal, 

17 before 
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before his converſion, ſhewed iid 
in the moſt unjuſtifiable actions, by 


furiouſly perſecuting the innocent 
Chriſtians: but, though his a&i6ns 
were bad; we may be fure his inten. 
tions were good; otherwiſe We 
ſhould not have {een's miracle em 
ployed to convince him of his miſ- 
take; and to bring him into the 
right way. This example may af 
ſure us of the mercy of God to- 
wards miſtaken conſciences, and 
ought to inſpire us with the moſt 
enlarged charity and good- will to- 
wards thoſe, whoſe erroneous prin- a 
ciples miſlead their conduct: in- 
ſtead of reſentment and hatred 


againſt their perſons, we ought on- 


19 8 ly 
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te fee“ an active with- of aſſiſt- 
ing them to find the truth, ſince 
We know not whether, if convinced, 
th they;wight not prove, like St. Paul; 
choſen, yeſſels to promote the ho- 
ngur of God. and of true religion. 
It is not my intention no to enter 
with you into any of the arguments 
for the truth of Chriſtianity, other- 
wiſe it would be, impoſſible wholly 
to paſs over that which ariſes from 
this remarkable converſion, and 
which has been ſo admirably illuſ. 
trated by a noble writer“, whoſe 


tract on this re is in men bo. 
* s hand. 


d 9 


3 t I } 
»The late Lord Lyttelton. - a wo 
ray” | O30 119113 2LOIERE 


Next 


- New Teſtament; and you cannot 


Next follow the EPISTLES j which 
make a very important part of the- 


be too much employed in reading 
them. They contain the moſt ex- 
cellent precepts and admonitions, 
and are of particular uſe in explain 
ing more at large ſeveral doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, which we could not 
ſo fully comprehend without them. 
There are indeed in the Epiſtles 
of St. Paul many paſſages hard to 
be underſtood: Such, in particular, 
are the firſt eleven chapters to the: 
Romans: the greater part of his 
Epiſtles to the Corinthians and Ga- 
latians : and ſeveral chapters of 

that to the Hebrews. Inſtead of 
per- 
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perplexing yourſelf with theſe more 
obſcure ' paſſages of | ſcripture, I 
would: wiſh you to employ your at- 
tention chiefy on thoſe that are 
plain; and to judge of the doctrines 
taught in the other parts, by com- 
paring them with what you find 
in theſe. It is through the neglect 
of this rule, that many have been 
led to draw the moſt abſurd docs 
trines from the holy ſoriptures. Let 
me particularly recommend:to your 
careful peruſal the 12th, 13th, 14th, 
and 15th chapters of the Epiſtle, 
to the Romans. In the 14th chap- 
ter, St. Paul has in view the diffe- 
rence between the Jewiſſi and Gen- 
tile (or Heathen) converts at that 

| time 5. 
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time; the former were diſpoſed to 
look with horror on the latter, for 
their impiety in not paying the fame 
regard to the diſtinctions of days 
and meats, that they did; and the 
latter, on the contrary, were inclin- 
ed to look with contempt on the 
former, for their weakneſs and ſu- 
perſtition. Excellent is the advice 
which the apoſtle gives to both par- 

| ties: he exhorts the Jewiſh converts 

| not to judge, and the Gentiles not to 

4 deſpiſe; remembering that the king- 

| 1 dom of heaven is not-meat and 


drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: —En- 
deavour to conform youlelf to this 
advice; to acquire a temper of 


univerſal 
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univerſal candour and beneyolence: 
and learn neither to deſpiſe nor con- 
demn any : perſons on account or 
their particular modes of faith and 
worſhip : remembering always, that 
goodneſs is confined to no party 
that there are wiſe and worthy men 
among all the ſects of Chriſtians — 
and that, to his own maſter, every 
one mult ſtand or fall, 

Iwill enter no farther into the 
ſeveral points diſcuffed by St. Paul 
in his various epiſtles — moſt of 
them too intricate for your under- 
ſtanding at preſent, and many of 
them beyond my abilities to ſtate 
clearly. I will only again recom- 

WL mend 
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mend to you, to read thoſe paſſages 
frequently, which, with ſo much 
fervour and energy, excite you to 
the practice of the moſt exalted 
piety and benevolence. If the ef- 
fuſions of a heart, warm'd with the 
tendereſt affection for the whole hu- 
man race — if precept, warning, 
encouragement, example, urged by 
an eloquence, which ſuch affec- 
tion only could inſpire, are capable 
of influencing your mind — you 
cannot fail to find, in ſuch parts of 
his epiſtles as are adapted to your 
underſtanding, the ſtrongeſt per- 
ſuaſives to every virtue that can 
adorn and improve your nature. 


The 


0. the Sud of the bon Scriptures "99 
The Epiſtle: of St. James is en- 
tirely practical, and exceedingly 
fine; you cannot ſtudy it too much. 
It ſeems particularly deſigned to 
guard Chriſtians againſt mifunder- 
ſtanding ſome things 1n St. PauPs 
writings, which have been fatally 
perverted to-the encouragement of 
a dependance on faith alone, with- 
out good works. But, the more 
rational commentators will tell you, 
that by the works of the law, which 
the apoſtle aſſerts to be incapable 
of juſtifying us, he means, not the 
works of moral righteoufneſs, but 
the ceremonial works of the Moſaic. 
law; on which the Jews laid the 
greateſt ſtreſs, as neceſſary to ſalva- 
5 1 1 | 0 
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100 On the Study of the holy Scriptures. 
tion. But, St. James tells us, that 
if any man among us ſeem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own' 
* heart, that man's religion is vain.” 
— And that, pure religion, and 
** undefiled before God and the Fa- 
Ather, is this, to viſit the father- 
*© leſs and widow in their affliction, 
* and to keep himſelf unſpotted 
* from the world.” Faith in Chriſt, 
if 1t produce not theſe effects, he 
declares is dead, or of no power. 


The Epiſtles of St. Peter are al- 
ſo full of the beſt inſtructions and 
admonitions, concerning the rela- 
tive duties of life; amongſt which 
1 are 
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are ſet forth the duties of women 
in general, and of wives in-parti- 
cular. Some part of his ſecond 
Epiſtle is prophetical ; warning the 
church of falſe teachers, and- falſe 
doctrines, which ſhould undermine 


morality, and diſgrace the cauſe of 
- Chriſtianity. 


The firſt of St. John is written 
in a highly figurative ſtile, which 
makes it in ſome parts hard to be 
underſtood: but, the ſpirit of divine 
love, which it ſo fervently expreſſes, 
renders it highly edifying and de- 
lightful.—That love of God and of 
man, which this beloved apoſtle ſo 
patheti cally recommends, is in truth 

II 3 8 | the 
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the effence of religion, as our Sa- 
viour himſelf informs him. 


The book of RxVELATIoxs con- 
tains a prophetical account of moſt 
of the great events relating to the 
Chriftian church, which were to 
happen from the time of the writer, 
St. John, to the end of the world. 
Many learned men have taken a 
great deal of pains to explain it; 
and they have done this in many 
Inſtances very ſucceſsfully : but, I 
think, it is yet too ſoon for you to 
ſtudy this part of ſcripture: ſome 
years hence perhaps there may be 
no objection to your attempting 
it, and taking into your hands 

the 
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the beſt expoſitions to aſſiſt you in 
reading ſuch of the moſt difficult 
parts of the New Teſtament as you 
cannot now be ſuppoſed to under- 
ſtand. — May heaven direct you 
in ſtudying thus ſacred volume and 
render it the means of making you 
wiſe unto ſalvation May you love 
and reverence, as it deſerves, this 
bleſſed and invaluable book, which 
contains the beſt rule of life, the 
cleareſt declaration of the will and 
laws of the deity, the reviving aſ- 
ſurance of favour to true penitents, 
and the unſpeakably joyful tidings 
of eternal life and happineſs to all 
the waly virtuous, Frog Jeſus 

| K <7 ; Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, the Saviour and Deliverer, 
of the world. 16 
„Ad 


. en ee e 


OU will have read the New 

Teſtament to very little pur- 
poſe, my deareſt Niece, if you do 
got perceive the great end and in- 
tention of all its precepts to be the 
improvement and regulation of the 
heart: not the outward actions 
alone, but the inward affections, 
which give birth to them, are the 


ſubjects of thoſe precepts; as ap- 


P Ears 
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pears in our Saviour's explanation 
of the commandments delivered to 
Moſes; and in a thouſand other 
paſſages of the goſpels, which it is 
needleſs to recite. There are no 
virtues more inſiſted on, as neceſ- 
ſary to our future happineſs, than 
humility, and ſincerity, or upright- 
neſs of heart; yet, none more diffi- 
cult and rare. Pride and vanity, 
the vices oppoſite to humility, are 
the ſources of almoſt all the worſt 
faults, both of men and women. 
The latter are particularly accuſed 
— and not without reaſon — of va- 
nity, the vice of little minds, chiefly 
converſant with trifling ſubjects. 

Matth. v. e 


| © Pride 


106 On the Regulation of the 
Pride and vanity have been ſup- 
poſed to differ ſo effentially, as 
hardly ever to be found in the 
ſame perſon, © Too proud to be 
* vain,” is no uncommon expreſ- 
ſion, by which, I ſuppoſe, is meant, 
too proud to be over anxious for 
the admiration of others: but this 
ſeems to be founded on miſtake, 
Pride 1s, I think, an high opinion 
of one's ſelf, and an affected con- 
tempt of others: I ſay affected, for 
that it is not a real contempt is 
evident from this, that the loweſt 
object of it is important enough to 
torture the proud man's heart, only 
by refuſing him the homage and 
admiration he requires, Thus Ha- 

4 man 


man could reliſh: none of the ad- 
vantages on which he valued him- 
ſelf, whilſt that Mordecai, whom 
he pretended to deſpiſe, ſat ſtill in 
the king's gate, and would not bow 
to him as he paſſed. But, as the 
proud man's contempt of others is 
only aſſumed with a view to awe 
them into reverence by his pre- 
tended ſuperiority, ſo it does not 
preclude an extreme inward anxiety 
about their opinions, and a flaviſh 
dependance on them for all his grati- 
fications: Pride, though a diſtinct 
paſſion, is ſeldom unaccompanied 
by vanity, which 1s an extravagant 
deſire of admiration. Indeed, I ne- 
ver ſaw an inſolent perſon, in whom 

ü a diſ- 
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a diſcerning eye might not diſcover 
a very large ſhare of vanity, and of 


envy, its uſual companion. One 


may nevertheleſs ſee many vain 
perſons who are not proud: though 
they deſire to be admired, they do 


not always admire themſelves; but 


as timid minds are apt to deſpair of 
thoſe things they earneſtly with for, 
fo you will often ſee the woman 


vho is moſt anxious to be thought 


handſome, moſt inclined to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with her looks, and to 
think all the aſſiſtance of art too lit. 
tle to attain the end deſired. TO 
this cauſe, I believe, we may gene- 
rally attribute affectation; which 
ſeems to imply a mean opinion of 

oY | one's 
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one's own real form, or character, 
while we ſtrive againſt nature to al- 
ter ourſelves by ridiculous contor- 
ſions of body, or By feigned ſen- 
timents and unnatural manners. 
There is no art ſo mean, which this 
mean paſſion will not deſcend to for 
its gratification — no creature ſo 
inſignificant, whoſe incenſe it will 
not gladly receive. Far from de- 
ſpiſing others, the vain man will 
court them with the moſt aſſiduous 
adulation; in hopes, by feeding their 
vanity, to induce them to ſupply the 
craving wants of his own, He Will 

put on the guiſe of benevolence, 
| tenderneſs, and friendſhip, where he 
feels not the leaſt degree of kind- 
2 20 neſs, 
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neſs, in order to prevail on good, 
nature and gratitude, to like and 
to commend him: but if, in any par- 
ticular caſe, he fancies, that airs of 
inſolence and contempt may ſuc- 
ceed better, he makes no ſcruple to 
aſſume them; though ſo aukward- 
ly, that he ſtill appears to depend 
on the breath of the perſon, he 
would be thought to defpiſe. Weak 
and timid natures ſeldom venture 
to try this laſt method; and, when 


they do, it is without the aſſur- 


ance neceſſary to carry it on with 
ſucceſs: but, a bold and confident 
mind will oftener endeavour to 
command and extort admiration 
than to court it. As women are 
| more 


more fearful than men, perhaps 
this may be one reaſon hy they 
are, more vain than proud; while 
the other ſex are oftener proud than 
vain. It is, I ſuppoſe, from ſome 
opinion of a certain greatneſs of 
mind accompanying the one vice 
rather than the other, that many 
will readily confeſs their pride, nay 
and even be proud of their pride, 
whilſt every creature is aſhamed of 
being convicted of vanity. You 
ſee however, that the end of both 
is the ſame, though purſued by dif- 
ferent means; or, if it differs, it is in 
the importance of the ſubject. At 
the ſame time that men are proud of 
power, of wealth, dignity, learning, 
| or 
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or abilities, young women are uſual- 
iy ambitious of nothing more than 
to be admired for their perſons, their 
dreſs, or their moſt trivial accom. 
pliſhments. The homage of men is 
their grand object; but, they only. 
deſire them to be in love with their 
perſons, careleſs how deſpicable: | 
their minds appear, even to theſe. 
their pretended adorers, I have 
known a woman fo vain as to boaſt 
of the moſt diſgraceful addreſſes; 
being contented to be thought. 
meanly of, in points the moſt inte- 
reſting to her honour, for the ſake 
of having it known, that her per- 
ſon was attractive enough to make 
a man tranſgreſs the bounds of re- 


ſpect 
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ſpect due to her character, which 
was not a vicious one, if you ex- 
cept this intemperate vanity. But, 
this paſſion too often leads to the 
moſt ruinous actions, always cor- 
rupts the heart, and, when indulg- 
ed, renders it, perhaps, as diſpleaſ- 
ing in the ſight of the Almighty, as 
thoſe faults which find leaſt mercy 
from the world; yet alas! it is 
a paſſion fo prevailing, I had al- 
moſt ſaid univerſal, in our ſex, that, 
it requires all the efforts of reafon, 
and all the aſſiſtance of grace, to- 
tally to ſubdue it. Religion is in- 
deed the only effectual ar for 
this evil. If our hearts are not de- | 
dicated to God, they will in ſome 

Vol. I. 1 way 
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way or other be dedicated to the 
world, both in youth and age. If 
our actions are not conſtantly re- 
ferred to him, if his approbation 
and favour is not our principal ob- 
ject, we ſnall certainly take up with 
the applauſe of men, and make 
that the ruling motive of our con- 
duct. How melancholy is it to ſee 
this phantom ſo eagerly followed 
through life ! — whilſt all that is 
truly valuable to us is looked upon 
with indifference; or, at beſt, made 
ſubordinate to this darling pur- 
ſuit. | * 


Equally vain and abſurd is every 
ſcheme of life that is not ſubſer- 
3 5 vient 


vient to, and does not terminate in 
that great end of our being — the 
attainment of real excellence, and 
of the favour of God. Whenever 
this becomes ſincerely our object, 
then will pride and vanity, envy, 
ambition, covetouſneſs, and every 
evil paſſion, loſe their power over 
us; and we ſhall, in the language 
of ſcripture, Walk humbly with 
© aur God.“ We ſhall then ceaſe 
to repine under our natural or acci- 
dental diſadvantages, and feel diſ- 
ſatisfied only with our moral de- 
fects; we ſhall love and reſpect all 
our fellow- creatures, as the chil- 
dren of the ſame dear parent, and 
1 thoſe, who ſeek to do 

oh 1 his 
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his will: All our delight will be 
in the ſaints that are in the earth, 
* and in ſuch as excel in virtue.” 
We ſhall wiſh to cultivate good- 
will, and to promote innocent en- 
joyment wherever we are; — we ſhall 
ſtrive to pleaſe, not from vanity, 
but from benevolence. Inſtead of 
contemplating our own fancied per- 
fections, or even real ſuperiority 
with ſelf-complacence, religion will 
teach us to look into ourſelves, 
and fear: - the beſt of us, God 
knows, have enough to fear, if we 
honeſtly ſearch into all the dark re- 
ceſſes of the heart, and bring out 
every thought and intention fairly 
to the light, to be tried by the pre- 
| cepts 
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cepts of our pure and holy reli- 
gion. 


It is with the rules of the goſpel 
we muſt compare ourfelyes, and 
not with the world around us; for 
we know that © the many are 
* wicked;” and that we muſt not 
be © conformed to the world.” 


How neceſſary it is, frequently 
thus to enter into ourſelves, and 
ſearch out our ſpirit, will appear, if 
we conſider how much the, human 
heart is prone to inſincerity, and 
how often, from being firſt led by 
yanity into attempts to impoſe up- 

E on 
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on others, we come at laſt to im- 
poſe on ourſelves. 


There is nothing more common 
than to ſee people fall into the moſt 
ridiculous miſtakes, with regard to 
their own characters; but I can by 
no means allow ſuch miſtakes to be 
unavoidable, and therefore inno- 
cent: They aroſe from voluntary 
inſincerity, and are continued for 
want of that ſtrict honeſty towards 
ourſelves and others, which the 
ſcripture calls /ngleneſs of heart; 
and which in modern language is 
termed fmplicity—the moſt enchant- 
ing of all qualities, eſteemed and 

wen beloved 
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beloved in proportion to its rare- 
neſs. N 


He, who © requires truth in the 
*jnward parts,” will not excuſe our 
ſelf-deception; for he has com- 
manded us to examine ourſelves 
diligently, and has given us ſuch' 
rules as can never miſlead us, if we 
deſire the truth, and are willing to 
ſee our faults, in order to correct 
them. But this is the point in 
which we are defective; we are 
deſirous to gain our own approba- 
tion, as well as that of others, at a 
cheaper rate than that of being re- 
ally what we ought to be; and 
we take pains to perſuade ourſelves 
I 4 that 
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that we are that which we indolent- 
ly. admire and approve. 


There is nothing in which this 
ſelf. decepti tion is more notorious 
than in what regards ſentiment and 
feeling. Let a vain young woman 
be told that tenderneſs and ſoftneſs 
is the peculiar charm of the fex — 
that even their weakneſs is lovely, 
and their fears becoming—and you 
will preſently obſerve her grow ſo 
tender as to be ready to weep for a 
fly; ſo fearful, that ſhe ſtarts at a 
feather; and, ſo weak-hearted, that 
the ſmalleſt accident quite over- 
powers her. Her fondneſs and af- 


fection becomes fulſome and ridit 


culous; 
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culous; her compaſſion grows con- 
temptible weakneſs; and her ap- 
prehenſiveneſs the moſt abject cow- 
ardice: for, when once ſhe quits 
the direction of nature, ſhe knows 
not where to ſtop, and continually 
expoſes herſelf by the moſt abſurd 
extremes. 4 


Nothing ſo effectually defeats its 
own ends as this kind of affecta- 
tion: for though warm affections 
and tender feelings are beyond 
meaſure amiable and charming, 
when perfectly natural, and kept 
under the due controul of reaſon 
and principle, yet nothing is ſo tru- 
ly diſguſting as the affectation of 
N them, 
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them, or even the unbridled indul- 
gence of ſuch as are real. : 


Remember, my dear, that our 
feelings were not given us for our 
ornament, but to ſpur us on to 
right aftions.—Compaſſion, for in- 
ſtance, was not impreſſed upon the 
human heart, only to adorn the 
fair face with tears, and to give an 
agreeable languor to the eyes; it 
was deſigned to excite our utmoſt. 
endeavours to relieve the ſufferer. 
Yet, how often have I heard That 
ſelfiſh weakneſs, which flies from 
the ſight of diſtreſs, dignified with 
the name of tenderneſs ! — © My 
friend is, I hear, in the deepeſt, 

** affliction 
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affliction and miſery; — I have 
not ſeen her for indeed I cannot 
bear ſuch ſcenes they affect me 
too much | — thoſe who have 
leſs ſenſibility are fitter for this 
world ; — but, for my part, I 
own, I am not able to ſupport 
ſuch things.—T ſhall not attempt 
to viſit her, till I hear ſhe has 
recovered her ſpirits,” — This 


have I heard ſaid, with an air of 
complacence, and the poor ſelf- 
iſh creature has perſuaded herſelf 
that ſhe had finer feelings than 
thoſe generous friends, who were 
ſitting patiently in the houſe f 
mourning — watching, in filence, 

the proper moment to pour in the 


balm 
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balm of comfort ho ſuppreſſed 
their own ſenſations, and only at- 
tended to thoſe of the afflicted per- 
ſon — and, whoſe tears flowed in 
ſecret, whilſt their eyes and voice 
were taught to enliven the finking 
heart with the appearance of chear- 
fulneſs. 


That ſort of tenderneſs which 
makes us uſeleſs may indeed be 
pitied and excuſed, if owing to na- 
tural imbecillity; but, if it pretends 
to lovelineſs and excellence, it be- 
comes truly contemptible. | 


_ 


The ſame degree of active cou- 
rage is not to be expected in wo- 


man 
- 
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man as in man; and, not belonging 
to her nature, it is not agreeable in 
her: But, paſſive. courage — pa- 
tience, and fortitude under ſuffer- 
ings — preſence of mind, and calm 
reſignation in danger — are ſurely 
deſirable in every rational creature; 
eſpecially in one profeſſing to be- 
lieve in an over-ruling providence, 
in which we may at all times quiet- 
ly y confide, and which we may ſafely 
truſt with every event that does not 
depend upon our own will, When= 
ever you find yourſelf deficient in 
theſe virtues, let it be a ſubject , 
ſhame, and humiliation—not of va- 
nity and felf-complacence : do not 
fancy yourſelf the more amiable: 
| | ==. 4 
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for that which really makes you 
deſpicable — but, content yourſelf 
with the faults and weakneſſes that 
belong to you, without putting on 
more by way of ornament. With 
regard to tenderneſs, remember 
that compaſſion is beſt ſhewn by an 
ardour to relieve — and affection 
by aſſiduity to ere the good 
and happineſs of the perſons you 
love: that tears are unamiable, in- 
ſtead of being ornamental, when 
voluntarily indulged; and can ne- 
ver be attractive but when they 
flow irreſiſtibly, and avoid obſer- 
vation as much as poſſible: The 
ſame may be ſaid of every other 
mark of paſſion, It attracts our 
1 ſympathy, 
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ſympathy, if involuntary and not 
deſigned for our notice It offends, 
if we ſee that it is purpoſely indulg- 
ed and obtruded on our obſerva- 
tion. | | 


Another point, on which the 
heart is apt to deceive itſelf, is ge- 
neroſity: we cannot bear to ſuſpect 
ourſelves of baſe and ungenerous 
feelings, therefore we let them work 
without attending to them, or we 
endeavour to find out ſome bet- 
ter motive for thoſe actions, which 
really flow from envy and malig- 
nity. Before you flatter yourſelf 
that you are a generous benevolent 
perſon, take care to examine, whe- 
ther 
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ther you are really glad of every 
advantage and excellence, which 
your friends and companions poſ- 
ſeſs, though they are ſuch as you are 
yourſelf deficient in. If your ſiſter 
or friend makes a greater profi- 
ciency than yourſelf in any aecom- 
pliſhment, which you are in pur- 
ſuit of, Do you never wiſh to ſtop 
her progreſs, inſtead of crying r to 
haſten your own ? | 


The Wende between virtu- 
ous emulation and vicious envy are 
very nice, and may be eaſily miſ- 
taken. The firſt will awaken your 
attention to your own defects and 
excite your endeavours to improve; 

the 
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the laſt will make you repine at the 
improvements of others, and with 
to rob them of the praiſe they have 
deſerved. Do you ſincerely rejoice 
when your ſiſter is enjoying plea- 
lure or commendation, though you 
are at the ſame time in diſagreeable 
or mortifying circumſtances ?Do 
you delight to ſee her approved and 
beloved, even by thoſe who do not 
pay you equal attention? Are you 
afflicted and humbled, when ſhe is 
bound to be in fault, though you 
yourſelf are remarkably clear from 
the fame offence ?— It your heart 
aſſures you of the affirmative to 
theſe queſtions, then may you think 

Vol. I. K your- 
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yourſelf a kind ſiſter, and a gens- 
rous friend: for, you muſt obſerve, 
my dear, that ſcarcely any creature 
is ſo depraved as not to be capa- 
ble of kind affections in ſome cirl 
cumſtances. We are all naturally 
benevolent, when no ſelfiſh intereft 
interferes, and where no advantage 
is to be given up: we can all 
pity diſtreſs, when it lies complains 
ing at our feet and confeſſes our ſu- 
periority and happier ſituation; but 
J have ſeen the ſufferer himſelf. 
come the object of envy and i 
will, as ſoon as his fortitude and 
greatneſs of mind have begunzrs 
artract — and to make che 
Ne envious 
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blefſions and excellencies of others 
is a much furer mark of benevo- 
Jence than to pity their calamities-; 
and, you mult always acknowledge 
yourſelf ungenerous and ſelfiſh, 
whenever you arc leſs ready to 
' rejoice with them that do re- 
© joice7 than-to ** weep with them 
that weep.” If ever your com, 
teens: of others are forced 
from you, by the fear of betray- 
ing your envyror if ever you feel 
a ſxcret deſirt to mention ſomething 
Jollen? K 2 * 
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that may abate the admiration g- 
ven them, do not try to conceal 
the baſe diſpoſition from yourſelf, 
ſince that is not the way to cure it. 


Human nature is ever liable fl 
corruption, and has in it the ſeeds 
of every vice, as well as of every vir- 
tue ; and, the firſt will be continu- 
ally ſhooting forth and growing up, 
if not carefully watched and root- 
ed out as faſt as they appear. It 1s 
the buſineſs of religion to purify 
and exalt us, from a ſtate of imper- 
fection and infirmity, to that which 
is neceſſary and effential to happi- 
neſs. Envy would make us mi- 


ſerable 
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ferable in heaven itſelf, could i it be 
admitted there; for we muſt there 
ſee beings far more excellent, and 
conſequently more happy than our- 
ſelves; and, till we can rejoice in 
ſeeing virtue rewarded in propor- 
tion to its degree, we can never 
hope to be among the number of 
the bleſſed. Me: 


Watch then, my dear child, and 
obſerve every evil propenſity of 
your heart, that you may in time 
correct it, with the aſſiſtance of 
that grace, which alone can con- 
quer the evils of our nature, and 
which you muſt conſtantly and 


earneſtly implore. 5 
KJ I muſt 
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Wis muft add, that even tho 
vices which you would moſt blufh 


to own, and which.moſt effectually 


defile and vilify the female heart, 


may by degrees be introduced into 


yours to the ruin of that virtue, 
without which, miſery and ſhame 


muſt be your portion - — unleſs the 


avenues of the heart are guarded 


by a ſincere abhorrence of every 
thing that approaches towards evil. 
Would you be of the number of 
thoſe bleſſed, who are pure in 
* heart . xNda muſt hate and avoid 
every thing, both in. books and in 
converſation, that conveys impure 
ideas, however neatly cloathed in 
decent language, or recommended. 

| 5 _ 
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to. your. taſte by pretended refine- 
ments, and tender ſentiments — by 
elegance of ſtile, 0 * force of » wit 
ee * 


1 
1 


4 ak not now begin to give 
you my thoughts on the regulation 
of the affections, as that i is a ſub- 
ject of too much conſequence to be 
ſoon diſmiſſed—l ſhall dedicate to 
it my next letter: in the mean n time, 
believe me, 
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LETTER v. 
* M13 
HE attachments of the heart, 
on which almoſt all the hap- 
pineſs or miſery of life depends, 
are moſt intereſting objects of our 
conſideration. I ſhall give mydeat 
niece the obſervations Which expe 
rience has enabled me to draw from” 
real life, and not from what others 
have ſaid or written, however great 
their authority. erh f 
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The firſt attachment of raids 


hearts is — nobleſts 


C's - and 


+ Zeart aud Affettions.\" tay: 
and happieſt of affections, when re- 
al and built on a ſohd foundation; 
but, oftener pernicious» than uſes 
ful to very young people, becauſe 
the connection itſelf is ill under- 
ſtood, and the ſubjects. of it fre- 
quently ill choſen, Their firſt errbr 
is that of ſuppofing equality of age, 
and exact ſimilarity of diſpoſition 
indifpenſably. requiſite in friends; 
whereas, theſe. are circumftances. 
which in great meafure diſqualify. 'Y 
them for aſſiſting each other in mo- 
ral improvements, or ſupplyingeach 
other's defects; they expoſe them 
to the ſame dangers, and incline 
them to encourage rather than cor- 
ect each other's failing -2:2%! 
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The grand cement of this kind 
of friendſhip is telling ſecrets, which 
they call confidence; and, I verily 


believe, that the deſire of having 


ſecrets to tell has often helped to 
draw ſilly girls into very unhappy 
adventures. If they have no lover 
or amour to talk of, the too fre- 
quent ſubject of their confidence is 
betraying the ſecrets of their fami- 
lies; or conjuring up fancied hard- 


ſhips to complain of againſt. their 
parents or relations: this. odious 


cabal, they call. friendſhip, . and 
fancy themſelves. dignified by the 


profeſſion ; but nothing is moredif- 


ferent; from the reality, as is ſeen 
ay obſerving how generally thoſg, 
early 


Hart un Ife 180 
erh — drop off, as the 
parties nn in. . and under. 
e * 


a 
1 EY | 44 


0 Polese you, my Oe ber too 
ready to profeſs a friendſhip with 
any of your young companions. 
Love them, and be always ready to 
ſerve and oblige them, and to pro- 
mote all their innocent gratifica- 
tions: but, be very careful how 
you enter into confidences with girls 
of your own age. Rather © chooſe 

ſome perſon of riper years and judg- 


ment, whoſe good- nature and wor- 
thy principles may aſſure you of 
. m to do * ſervice, 
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and of her candour and condeſeens 
| Hon towards you. 


3 
1 


I do not expect that yöuth mould 
delight to aſſociate with age, or 
ſhould lay open its feelings key in- 
clinations to ſuch as have almoſt 
forgot what they were, or how to 
make proper allowance for them 
but, if you are fortunate enough to 
meet with a young woman eight or 
ten years older than yourſelf, of 
good ſenſe and good principles, to 
whom you can make yourſelf agree- 
able, it may be one of the hap- 
pieſt © circumſtances of your life. 
She will be able to adviſe and to a 


Ft If 


3 * N 5 prove 


Hurt ami Affection 4x 
prove you and, your deſire of this 
aſſiſtance will recommend you to 
her taſte, as much as her ſuperior 
abilities will recommend her to you. 
Such a connection will afford you 
more pleaſure, as well as more pro- 
ft, than you can expect from a 
girl like yourſelf, equally unpro- 
vided with knowledge, prudence, or 
any of thoſe qualifications, which 
are neceſſary to make ſociety de- 
lightful. „ e Bee tag 1a 1 


With a friend, ſuch as ak x 
ſcribed, of twenty-three. or twentyr 
four, years of age, you can hardly 


paſs an hour without finding your- 
{elf brought forwarder in ſome uſe- 


ful 
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fur knowledge; © without learning 
ſomething of the world, or of you 
own nature, ſome rule of behavi- 
bur, or ſome neceſſary caution: in 
the conduct of life: for, even in 
the gayeſt converſations, ſuch uſes 
ful hints may often be gathered 
from thoſe, whoſe knowledge and 
experience are much beyond our 
own. Whenever you find yourſelf 
in real want of advice, or ſeek the 
relief of unburdening your / heart; 
ſuch a friend will be able to judge 
cf the feelings you deſeribe, or of 
the circumſtances you are in pen 
haps from her own experience er 
at leaſt, from the knowlege ſhe will 
have gained of human nature: {Ne 


Heart and A firlins. Weg, 
will be able to point out your dans 
gers, and to guide you into, the. 
right! path —or, if ſhe finds herſelf 
incapahle, ſhe, will have the pru- 
dence to direct you to ſome. abler 
adviſer. The age I have mentioned 
will not prevent her joining in your 
pleaſures, nor will it make her a dull 
or grave companion; on the con- 
trary, ſhe will have more materials 
for entertaining converſation, and 
her livelineſs will ſhew itſelf more 
agreeably than in one of your own 
age. Tours therefore will be the 
advantage. in ſuch a. connection; 
yet, do not. deſpair of being a 
ted, into it, if. you have, an amia 
and docile diſpoſition. logenuous 


Hive 5 youth 


oc * — 
volent mind; and, as nothing is more 
endearing than the exerciſe of be- 
nevolence, the hope of being uſeful 
and beneficial to you will make her 
fond of your company, _ +» 


J have known fome of the ſweets 
eſt and moſt delightful connec- 
tions between perſons of different 
ages, in which the elder has re- 
ceived the higheſt gratification from 
the. affection and docility of the 
younger; whillt the latter has gain» 
ed the nobleſt advantages from the 
' converſation and counſels of her 
wiſer friend. Nor has the attach» 


ment been without ule as well as 
pleaſure, 


pleaſure to the elder party. She 
has found that there is no better 
way of improving one's own attain- 
ments than by imparting them to 
another; and the defire of doing 
this in the moſt acceptable way has 
added a ſweetneſs and gentleneſs to 
her manner, and taught her the arts 
of inſinuating inſtruction, and of 
winning the heart, whilſt ſhe con- 
vinces the underſtanding. 


* 


4 hope, my dear, you in your 
turn will be this uſeful and engag- 
ing friend to your younger compa- 
nions, particularly to your fiſter 
and brothers, who ought ever un- 


leſs they ſhould prove unworthy 
Vol. I. L to 
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to be your neareſt and deareſt 
friends, whole intereſt; and welfare 
you are bound to deſire as much as 
your own. If you are wanting here, 
do not fancy yourſelf qualified for 
friendſhip with others, but, be aſſur- 
ed, your heart is too narrow and. 
ſelfiſh for ſo generous an affec- 
tion. 


2 * 


Remember that the end of true 
friendſhip is the good of its ob- 
ject, and the cultivation of virtue, 
in two hearts emulous of each other, 
and deſirous to perpetuate their 
ſociety beyond the grave. No- 
thing can be more contrary to this 
end than that mutual intercourſe 

: of 


Hurt um Afetions.” rf 
of flattery, which ſome call friend: 
ſhip. A real friend will venture to 
diſpleaſe me, rather than indulge 
my faulty inclinations, or increaſe 
my natural frailties ; ſhe will en- 
deavour to make me acquainted 
with myſelf, and will put me upon 
guarding the weak parts of * 

character. 


Friendſhip, in the higheſt ſenſe 
of the word, can only ſubſiſt be- 
tween perſons of ſtrict integrity, and 
true generoſity. Before you fancy 
yourſelf poſſeſſed of ſuch a treaſure, 
you ſhould examine the value of 
your own heart, and ſee how well it 


i qualified for ſo ſacred a connec 
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tion: and then, a harder, taſk. re- 
mains—to find out whether the ob- 
ject of your: affection is alſo endued 
with the ſame virtuous diſpoſition. 
Youth and inexperience are ill able 
to penetrate into characters; the 
leaſt appearance of good attracts 
their admiration, and they imme- 


| diately ſuppoſe they have found the 


object they purſued, it 
It is a melancholy conſideration, 
that the judgment can only be form- 
ed by experience, which generally 
comes too late for our own uſe, 
and is ſeldom accepted for that of 
others, ] fear it is in vain for me to 
tell you what dangerous m iſtakes 1 


m * 


Furt and Aﬀettions." "9 
made in the early choice of friends 
— how incapable I then was öf 
finding out ſuch as were fit for me, 
and how little I was acquainted with 
the true nature of friendſhip,” wheh 
I thought myſelf moſt fervently en- 
gaged in it I am ſenſible all this 
will hardly perſuade you to chooſe 
by the eyes of others, or even to 
ſuſpect that your own may be de- 
ceived, Yet, if you ſhould give 
any weight to my obſeryations, it 
may not be quite uſeleſs to mention 
to you ſome of the eſſential requi- 
fites in a friend; and to exhort you 
never to chooſe one in whom my 
are wanting, | 


250 Owthe Rigulation'of 'the 


goſpel precepts are the rule of her 


The firſt of theſe is à deep antÞ 


ſincere regard for religion. I your 
friend draws her principles from the 


ſame ſource with yourſelf, if the 


life, as well as of yours, you will al. 
ways know what to expect from her, 
and have one common ſtandard of 
right and wrong to refer to, by 
which to regulate all material 
points of conduct. The woman who 
thinks lightly of ſacred things, or 
who is ever heard to ſpeak of them 
with levity or indifference, cannot 


reaſonably be expected to pay a 


more ſerious regard to the laws 
of friendſhip, or to be uniformly 
punctual in the performance of any 
10 of 


of the duties of ſociety: take no 
ſuch perſon to your boſom, how 
ever recommended by good humour, 
wit, or any other qualification; 
nor let gaiety or thoughtleſſneſs be 
deemed an excuſe for offending in 
this important point: a perſon, ha- 
bituated to the love and reverence 
of religion and virtue, no more 
wants the guard of ſerious conſide- 
ration to reſtrain her from ſpeaking 
diſreſpectfully of them than to pre- 
vent her ſpeaking ill of her deareſt 
friend. In the livelieſt hour of 
mirth, the innocent heart can dic- 
tate nothing but what is innocent: 
it will immediately take alarm at the 


wn of doing wrong, and 
0 L 4 ſtop 
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152 On the Regulation of the 
ſtop at once in the full career of 
youthful ſprightlineſs, if remindect 
of the neglect or tranſgreſſion of 
any duty. Watch for theſe ſymp-· 
toms of innocence and goodneſs, and 
admit no one to your entire affec- 
tion, who would ever perſuade you 
to make light of any fort of offence; 
or who can treat, with levity or con- 
tempt, any perſon or thing that 
bears a relation to religion. 


A due regard to reputation is the 
next indiſpenſable qualification. 
Have regard to thy name,“ ſaith 
the wile ſon of Sirach, for that 
* will continue with thee above 4 
** thoulznd great treaſures of gold: 
"OW The 


Thur un Ife, 133 
The young perſon who is carelefs 
of blame, and indifferent tö the 
eſteem of the wiſe and prudent part 
of the world, is not only a moſt 
dangerous companion, but gives a 
certain proof of the want of rec- 
titude in her own mind. Diſcretion 
is the guardian of all the virtues ; 
and, when ſhe' forſakes them, they 
cannot long reſiſt the attacks of an 
enemy, There is a profligacy of 
ſpirit in defying the rules of d&co- 
rum, and defpiſing cenſure, which 
ſeldom ends otherwiſe than in ex- 
treme corruption and utter ruin. 
Modeſty” and prudence are qualities 
chat early diſplay themſelves and 
we a diſcerned : where theſe do 
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not appear, you ſhould avoid, not 
only friendſhip, but every ſtep to- 
wards intimacy, leſt your own cha- 
racter ſhould ſuffer with that of 


your companion; but, where they 
ſnine forth in any eminent degree, 
you may ſafely cultivate an ac- 
quaintance, in the reaſonable hope 
of finding the ſolid fruits of virtue 
beneath ſuch ſweet and promiſing 
bloſſoms : ſhould you be diſap- 
pointed, you will at leaſt have run 
no riſque in the ſearch after them, 
and may cheriſh as a creditable ac- 
quaintance the perſon ſo adorned, 
though ſhe may not deſerve a Plaus 
in your inmoſt heart. 40 


The 


Heart aud Afactiam. 135 

The underſtanding muſt next be 
examined: and this is a point, 
which requires ſo much under- 
ſtanding to judge of in another, 
that, I muſt carneftly recommend to 
vou, not to rely entirely on your 
own, but to take the opinion of 
your older friends. I do not wiſh 
you to ſeek for bright and un- 
common talents, though theſe are 
ſources of inexhauſtible delight and 
improvement, when found in com- 
pany with ſolid judgment and found 
principles. Good ſenſe. (by which 
I mean a capacity for reaſoning 
juſtly and diſcerning truly) ap- 
plied to the uſes of life, and ex- 
erciſed in diſtinguiſhing characters 
K and 


_ i 6 a N 5 — — — LY 
. AA Ent 5 „.. 8 4 - 
E S — — 3 _ - = JW : — = — ** — 
be li LEE * — 3 — = > . * C 3 


- 
= A SEAT 
- — . — N —Y q — 


— * So... — 
—ͤ—ͤñ . rm — . — 
. Ol — — — 4 — 


; — a IRE AT ne — * —— _ 
— — , — ] «—%./½8öp 7, 
—— — _ — — _ 
a- * — . n * p 1 a 
2 - 9 __— * . 


136 n thi Regulationof 'the 

and directing conduct, is alone” ne- 
.ceſſary to an intimate connection; 
but, without this, the beſt inten- 


tions, though certain of reward 


hereafter, may fail of producing 
their effects in this life; nor can 


they ſingly conſtitute the character 


of an uſeful and valuable friend. 
On the other hand, the moſt daz- 
zling genius, or the moſt en- 
gaging wit and humour, can 
but ill anſwer the purpoſes of 
friendſhip, without plain common 
ſenſe and ,a faculty of juſt rea- 
ſoning. h 
What can one do with thoſe who 
will not be anſwered with reaſon — 
23 4 7 | and 


and who, when you are endeavour- 
ing to convince or perſuade them 
by ſerious argument, will parry the 
blow with a witty repartee or a 
ſtroke of poignant raillery? Iknow 
not whether ſuch a reply is leſs 
provoking than that of an ob- 
ſtinate fool, who anſwers your 
ſtrongeſt reaſons with, — © What 
you ſay may be very true, but 
** this is my way of thinking.“ — 
A ſmall, acquaintance with the 
world will ſhew you inſtances: of 
the moſt abſurd and foohſh con- 
duct, in perſons of brilliant parts 
and entertaining faculties. But, 
how trifling is the talent of divert- 
ing an idle hour, compared: with 
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158 On the Regulation of the 
true wiſdom and prudence, which 
are perpetually wanted to direct us 
ſafely and happily through life, and 
to make us uſeful and valuable to 
others! (3 292) 
Fancy, I know, will have her 
ſhare, in friendſhip, as well as in 
love; you muſt pleaſe, as well as 
ſerve me, before I can love you as 
the friend of my heart, But the 
faculties that pleaſe for an even- 
ing may not pleaſe for life. The 
humourous man ſoon runs through 
his ſtock of odd ſtories, mimickry, 
and jeſt; and the wit, by conſtant- 
ly repeated flaſhes, confounds and 
tires one's intellect, inſtead of en- 
hvening it with agreeable ſurpize: 


Heart and Aﬀettions. 189 
but, good ſenſe can neither tire 
nor wear out; it improves by ex- 
erciſe and, increaſes in value, the 
more it is known: the pleaſure it 
gives in converſation is laſting and 
ſatis factory, becauſe it is accom- 
panied with improvement; its worth 
is proportioned to the occaſion that 
calls for it, and riſes higheſt on 
the moſt intereſting topics; the 
heart, as well as the underftand- 
ing, finds its account in it; and 
our nobleſt intereſts are promoted 
by the entertainment we receive 
from ſuch a companion. 


A good temper is the next qua- 
liication, the value of which in a 
417 friend, 


friend, you will want no arguments 
N o prove, when you are truly con- 
i vinced of the neceſſity of it in your- 
1 ſelf, which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
you in a following letter. But, as. 
this is a quality in which you may 
be deceived, without a long and in- 
timate acquaintance, you muſt not 
be haſty in forming connections, 
before you have had ſufficient op- 
portunity for making obſervations 
on this head. A young perſon, 
when pleaſed and enlivened by the 
preſence of her youthful compa- 
nions, ſeldom ſhews ill temper ;. 
which muſt be extreme indeed, if 
it is not at leaſt controllable in ſuch 
ſituations. But, you muſt watch 
tl ot 15 HEE. + her 
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her behaviour to her own farrfily, 
and the degree of eſtimation fe 
ſtands in with them. Obferve Her 
manner to ſervants and inferiors= — 
to children — and even to animals. 
See in what manner ſhe” bears dif- 
appointments, contradiction, and 
reſtraint ; and what degree of vex- 
ation ſhe expreſſes on any accident 
of loſs or trouble. If in ſuch little 
trials ſhe ſhews a meek, reſigned, 
and chearful temper, the will pro- 
bably preſerve it on greater occa- 
fions; but, if ſhe is impatient and 
diſcontented under theſe, how will 
ſhe ſupport the far greater evils, 
which may await her in her pro- 
greſs through life ?=If you ſhould 
Vol. I. M have 
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dave an opportunity of. ſeeing, her 
in ſickneſs, obſerve whether her 
complaints are of a mild and gentle 
kind forced from her by pain, and 
reſtrained as much as poſſible or 
whether they are expreſſions of a 
turbulent, rebellious mind, that 
hardly ſubmits to the divine hand. 
Ses Whether ſhe is tractable, con- 
ſiderate, kind, and grateful to thoſe 
about her; 3. Or whether ſhe takes the 
opportunity, which their compaſ- 
ſion gives her, to tyrannize over, and 
torment them. Women are in gene- 
ral very liable to ill health, which 
muſt neceſſarily make them in ſome 
meaſure troubleſome and diſagree- 
able to thoſe they live with. They 
1  __ thould 


Harri Apen. 163 
ſhould therefore take the more pain 
to lighten the burden as much as 
ae by patience and goed 

and be careful not to et 
— ilififitien. break in, on che 
health, freedom, or enjoyments of 
others, more than is needful and 
juſt. Some ladies ſeem to think it 
very improper for any perſon with- 
in their reach, to enjoy a moment's 
comfort while they are in pain; and 
make no ſeruple of ſacrificing to 
their own leaſt convenience, when- 
ever they are indiſpoſed, the pro- 
per reſt, meals, or refreſhments of 
their ſervants, and even ſometimes 
of their huſbands and children. 
Bas, their ſelfiſhneſs defeats its own 
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254 On the "REL ; if the 
purpoſe, as it weakens that affec. 
tion and tender pity which excites 
the moſt aſſiduous ſervices, and af. 
fords the moſt healing balm to o the 


by 


heart of the fufferer. | 8 
I have already exprei* 4h 
wiſhes that your choſen friend may 
be ſome years older than yourſelf; 
but this is an advantage not always 
to be obtained. Whatever be het 
age — religion, d {ſcretion, good fonſs 
and good temper, muſt on no ac- 
count be diſpenſed with; and, till 
you can find one ſo qualified, you 
had better make no cloſer connec- 
tion than that of a mutual inter. 
courſe of civilities and good offices. 
7 ; But, 


Heart and Mee, 765 
But, if it is always your aim to 
mix with the beſt company, and to 
be worthy of ſuch ſociety, you 
will probably meet with ſome one 
among them deſerving your affec- 
tion, to whom you may be n 
agreeable. 


5 When, ſpeak of the beſt com- 
mon acceptation of the word per- | 
ſons of high rank and fortune—but 
rather the moſt worthy and .ſenſ- 
ble. It is however very important 
to a young woman to be intro- 
duced into life, on a reſpectable 
footing, and to converſe with thoſe, 
whoſe manners and ſtile of. life may 

1g "M3 R poliſh. 
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poliſh, her behaviour, refine her 
ſentiments, and give her, conſe? 
quence in the eye of the world 
our equals in rank are moſt pro- 
per for intimacy, but, to be ſome+ 
times amongſt your ſuperiors is eve 
ry way deſirable and advantageous, 
unleſs it ſhould inſpire you with 
pride, or with the fooliſh deſire of 
emulating their nt and ex- 
PENCE.” | HO! 22 
Above all things avoid intimacy, 
with thoſe of low birth and educa- 
tion; nor think it a mark of humi- 
lity to delight in ſuch ſociety ;- for: 
it much oftener proceeds from the; 
meaneſt kind of Pede. that of ben 
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ing the bende of che com Majin 
ſeeing your companions ſubſervient 
to you. The ſervile flattery and 
ſubmiſſion, which uſually recoma 
mend ſuch people, and make 
amends for their ignorance and 
want of converſation, will infalli- 
bly corrupt your heart, and make 
all company inſipid from whom 
you cannot expect the ſame ho- 
mage. Your manners and facul- 
ties, inſtead of improving, muſt be 
continually lowered to ſuit you to 
your companions ; and, believe 
me, you will find it no eaſy mate! 
ter to raiſe them again to a level 
with thoſe of polite and welllin⸗ 
fa People. G Hi Ronge 
M 4 The 


<a 
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The greateſt kindneſs and civi- 
lity to inferiors is perfectly gonſiſt 
ent with proper caution on this 
head. Treat them always with af+ 
fability, and, talk to them of their 
own affairs, with an affectionate in- 
tereſt; yet never make them fa. 
miliar, nor admit them as aſſociates 
in your diverſions: but, above all; 
never truſt them with your ſecrets, 
which is putting yourſelf entirely 
in their power, and ſubjecting 
yourlſelt to the moſt ſhameful ſla- 
very. The only reaſon. for mak- 
ing choice of ſuch confidents muſt 
be the certainty that they will not 
venture to blame or contradict in- 
clinations, which you are conſcious 


A 
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no true friend Would encourage. 
But chis is a meanneſs into which 1 
truſt you are in no danger of fall. 
ing. I rather hope you will have 
the laudable ambition of ſpending 
your time chiefly with thoſe whoſe 
{uperior talents; education, and po- 
liteneſs, may continually improve 
you, and whoſe ſociety will do 
you honour. However let no ad- 
vantage of this kind weigh againſt 
the want of principle. I have long 
ago reſolved with David, that, as 
far as lies in my power, ** I will 
not know a wicked perſon.” 
Nothing can compenſate for the 
contagion of bad example, and for 
che danger of wearing off by uſe 
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170 On the Regulation of tht 
that abhorrence of evil actions and 
ſentiments, which every innocent 
mind ſets out with, but which ar 
indiſcriminate acquaintance in the- 
world ſoon abates, and at __ 
deſtroys. | | 59118] 

If you are Satin and ſeek friend 
fhip only amongſt the good, I truſt, 
you will be happy enough to find 
it. The wiſe ſon of Sirach pro- 
nounces that you will! —* A 
faithful friend,” ſaith he, is the 
medicine of life; and he that 
“ feareth the Lord ſhall find him. 
Whoſo feareth the Lord ſhall 
direct his friendſhip aright % for 


* Ecclus, v. 


WM, cc 
0¹ as 


Aas he is, ſo ſhall his neighbour 
be alſo. -In the ſame admirable; 
book, you will find directions how 
to chooſe and to preſerve a friend. 
Indeed there is hardly a circum- 
ſtance in life, concerning which, 
you may not there meet with the 
beſt advice imaginable, . Caution 
in making friendſhips is particular-. 
ly recommended. Re in peace 
* with many, nevertheleſs have | 
but one counſellor of a thouſand.” 
lf thou wouldſt get a friend, 
prove him firſt, and be not haſty 

to credit him; for ſome man is, 
a friend for his own occaſion; 
and will not abide in the day of 

FKFcelus. vi. 
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172 Onthe Regulatim of the 
« , trouble. And there 1 is a friend, 
* who, being turned to enmity a and 
* ſtrife, will diſcover thy reproach.” 
Again— ** Some friend is a compa- 
” nion at the table, and will not 
continue in the day of thy afflic- 
* tion ; but in thy profperity he 
«will be as thyſelf, and will be 
4 bold over thy ſervants : if thou 
< be brought low, he will be 
* againſt thee, and will hide him- 
* {elf from thy face.. Chap. IX, 
1w— F orſake not an old friend ; 
for the new is not comparable to 
4 him A new friend is as new 
wine; When it is old, thou malt ; 
* drink 1 it with pleaſure,” 18 
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"When you have diſcreetly choſen, 

1 1 next Point 18 how to preſerve 
your friend. Numbers complain of 
the fickleneſs and ingratitude of toſe 
on whom they beſtowed their af. 
fection; but, few examine, whether 
what they complain of is not ow 
ing to themſelves. Affection is not 
like a portion of freehold land, 
which, when once ſettled upon you, 
is a poſſeſſion for ever, without 
further trouble on your part. If 
you grow lefs deſerving, or lets 
attentive to pleaſe, you muſt ex- 
pect to fee the effects of your re- 
miſſneſs, in the gradual decline of 
your friend's eſteem and attach- 
ment, Reſentment and reproaches 
will 
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will not recall what you have loſt? 
but, on the contrary, will haſten the 
diſſolution of every remaining tie. 


The beſt remedy is, to renew 


your care and aſſiduity to deſerve 
and cultivate affection, without 
ſeeming to have perceived its abate- 
ment. Jealouſy and diſtruſt are 
the bane of friendſhip, whoſe eſſence 
is eſteem and affiance. But if jea- 
louſy is expreſſed by unkind up- 
braidings, or, what is worſe, by 
cold haughty looks and inſolent 
contempt, it can hardly fail, if of- 
ten repeated, to realize the misfor- 
tune, which at firſt perhaps was 
tmaginary. Nothing can be more 
an antidote. to affection than ſuck 

beha- 


behaviour, or than the cauſe of it, 
pride; though the jealous perſon 
would fain attribute it to uncom- 
mon tenderneſs and delicacy: But 
tenderneſs is never ſo expreſt; it is 
indeed deeply ſenſible of unkind- 
neſs, but it cannot be unkind ;—it 
may ſubſiſt with anger, but not 
with contempt; it may be wea- 
kened, or even killed, by ingrati- 
tude; but it cannot be changed 
into hatred. Remember always; 
that if you would be loved, you 
muſt be amiable. - Habit may ins 
deed, for a time, ſupply the defi- 
ciency of merit: what we have long 
loved, we do not eaſily. ceaſe to 

-$ 94 | love; 


Love; but habit will at length be 
conquered by frequent diſguſts. 
<< Whoſo caſteth a ſtone at the 
birds frayeth them away; and 
he that upbraideth his friend 
* breaketh friendſhip: Though 
thou dreweſt a ſword at thy 
friend, yet deſpair not, for there 
may be a returning to favour. 
If thou haſt opened thy mouth 
* againſt thy friend, fear not, for 
* there may be a reconciliation; 
except for nupbraiding, or pride, 
* or diſcloſing of ſecrets, or a 
*© treacherous vonnd — for theſe” 
things, every friend will de 
part.“ | td 1 

© Eeclus, xxii. 20. 


POS! 


=:11:\+have hitherto ſpoken of 4 
friend in the ſingular number, ra- 
ther in compliance with the no- 
tions of moſt writers, who have 
treated of friendſhip, and who gene- 
rally ſuppoſe it can have but one 
object, than from my own ideas. 
The higheſt kind of friendſhip is 
indeed confined to one — I mean, 
the eonjugal - which, in its per- 
fection, is ſo entire and abſolute an 
union, of intereſt, will, and affec- 
tion, as no other connection can 
ſtand in competition with. But, 
chere are various degrees of friend- 
ſhip, which can admit of ſeveral 
objects, eſteemed, and delighted in, 
for different qualities — and whoſe 
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Separate rights are , perfectly. com- 
patible. Perhaps it is not poſſible 
to love two. perſons exactly in the 
ſame degree; yet, the difference 
may be ſo ſmall, that none of the 
parties can be certain on which ſide 
* ſcale preponderates, _ 


1 15 2 narrowneſs of mind to 
wiſh to confine your friend's; affeg- 
tion ſolely to yourſelf; ſince you 
are conſcious that, however perfect 
your attachment may be, you can- 
not poſſibly ſupply to her all. the 
bleſſings ſhe may derive from ſeve- 
ral friends, who may each love her 
as well as you do, and may each 
contribute largely to her happineſs. 
| If 


Y — 


Wurf und Ann. 179 
If qhe depends on you alone for all 
the comforts and advantages of 


friendſhip, your abſence or death _ 


may leave her deſolate and forlorn. 

Tf therefore you prefer her good 
to your own ſelfiſh gratification, 

you ſhould rather ſtrive to mul- 
tiply her friends, and be ready to 
embrace in your affections all who 
love her, and deſerve her love: this 
generoſity will bring its own reward, 

by multiplying the ſources of your 
pleaſures and ſupports; and your 
firſt friend will love you the more 
for ſuch an endearing proof of the 
extent of your affection, which © can 


Y þ 


ſtretch to receive all who are dear 


ww her. But if, on the contrary, 2 


N N 2 every 


180 On thi Regulation of "the 
every mark of eſteem ſhewn'to'an-" 


other excites uneaſineſs or reſent- 
ment in you, the perſon you love 
muſt foon feel her connection with 
you a butthen and reſtraint. /'Ske 
can own no obligation to ſo ſelfiſn 
an attachment; nor can her ten- 
derneſs be increaſed by that which 
leſſens her eſteem. If ſhe is really 
fickle and ungrateful, ſhe is not 
worth your reproaches : if not, ſhe 
muſt be reaſonably offended” by 
Tr injurious imputations. 


3 


You do not want to be told, that 
the ſtricteſt fidelity is required in 
friendſhip: and though poſſibly? in- 
ſtances might be brought, in which 
eee even 


. Heart and Afictiont. 185 
even the ſecret of a friend muſt be 


ſacrificed to the calls of juſtice and 
duty, yet theſe are rare and doubt; 
ful caſes, and we may venture to 
pronounce that * Whoſo dif: 
5 covereth ſecrets, loſeth his credit, 

2 ſhall never find a friend 

to his mind,” — © Love thy, 
6 friend, and be faithful unto 
« him: but, if thou bewrayeſt his 
« © ſecrets, follow no more after. him. 

« —F or, as a man that hath de- 
« ſtroyed his enemy, ſo haſt thou 
© deſtroyed the love of thy friend. 
2 +5708 one. that letteth a bird, go 

out of his hand, ſo haſt chou let 

thy neighbour. g0.— F ollow no 
Hoi g. Fcclus. xxvii. 16. 193063: 
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Or ie En üb- 
® more after him, for he is toe für 
Hoff; he is as a roe eſcaped ont of 
* the ſnare.— As for a wound, it 
may be bound up; and after re- 
vilings there may be reconcile- 
ment; but he that bewrayeth ſe- 
crets, is without hope.“ 
But, in order to reconcile this in- 
violable fidelity with the duty you 
owe to yourſelf or others, you muſt 
carefully guard againſt being made 
the repoſitory of ſuch ſecrets as are 
not fit to be kept. If your friend 
ſhould engage in any unlawful pur- 
ſuit if, for inſtance, ſhe ſnould in- 
tend to carry on an affair of love, 
unknown to her parents. you muſt 
firſt uſe your utmoſt endeavours 


„ 111 > 


to diſſuade her from it; and, if 
{be perſiſts, poſitively and ſolemnly 
declare , againſt: being a+ confident 
in ſuch a caſe. Suffer her not to 
peak to you on the ſubject, and 
warn her to forbear acquainting, 
you with any ſtep ſhe may propoſe 
to take towards a marriage unſanc- 
tified by parental. approbation. 
Tell her, you would think it your 
duty to apprize her parents of the 
danger, into which ſhe was throw- 
ing herſelf. However unkindly ſhe 
may take this at. the time, ſhe will 
certainly eſteem and love you the 
more for it, whenever ſhe recovers 
a ſenſe of her duty, or experiences 
the ſad effects of ſwerving from it. 
FAY N. 


1 On ale Regidation of ue 
I bere is another caſe, which. 
ſhould not chooſe, to ſuppoſe poſſi-, 
ble, in | addreſſing, myſelf to 10; 
young a perſon, was it not that 
too many inſtances of it have of late 
been expoſed to public animadver- 
ſion: I mean the caſe of a married 
woman, who encourages or tole- 
rates the addreſſes of a lover. 
May no ſuch perſon be ever called 
a friend of yours! but, if ever one 
wuom, when innocent, you had 
loved, ſhould fall into ſo. fatal an 

error, 1, can only ſay that, after 
proper remonſtrances, you muſt 
immediately withdraw from all in- 
timacy and confidence with her. 
Nor let the abſurd pretence of inno- 
8 | cent 


7 ; 0 \ g 5 © « *. : 
| . 


rent intentions, in fuch circumſtances, 


prevail with you! to lend your cotiti- 
renance, ''a' moment, to diſgrace- 
ful conduct. There cannot be in- 
nocence, in any degree of indul- 
gence to unlawful paſſion. The 


ſacred obligations to marriage are 


very ill underſtood by the wife, 
Who can think herſelf innocent, 
while ſhe parlies with a lover, or 
with love — and who does not ſhut 
her heart and ears againſt the moſt 


diſtant approaches of either. A 
virtuous wife though ſhe ſhould 
be ſo unhappy as not to be ſecured 


by having ner RvOnyelt" een 
fixed on her huſband — will never 


admit an idea of any other man, iu 


the 
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the light of a lover; but, if fuch 
an idea ſhould unawares {intrude 
into her mind, ſhe would in- 
ſtantly ſtifle it, before it grew 
ſtrong enough to give her much 
uneaſineſs. Not to the, moſt inti- 
mate friend — hardly to her on 
ſoul—would ſhe venture to confeſs 
a weakneſs, ſhe would ſo {incerely 
abhor. Whenever therefore ſuch 
infidelity of heart is made a ſub- 
ject of confidence, depend upon it 
the corruption has ſpread far, and 
has been faultily indulged. Enter 
not into her counſels: Shew her the 
danger ſhe is in, and then, with- 
draw yourſelf from it, whilſt you 
are yet unſullied by contagion. 

It 


Furt u Ifen. 45 
t has been ſuppoſed a duty of 


Friendſhip to lay open every thought 


and every feeling of the heart to 
dur friend. But, I have juſt men- 
tioned a caſe, in which this is not 
ofily unneceſſary but wrong. A 
diſgraceful inclination, which we 
reſolve to conquer, ſhould be con- 
ccaled from every body; and is 
more eafily' ſubdued when denied 
the indulgence of talking of its ob- 
ject: and, I think, there may be 
ther inſtances, in which it would 
be moſt prudent to keep our 
thoughts concealed even from our 
deareſt friend. Some things I 
would communicate to one friend, 
and not to another, whom perhaps 
24. I loved 


1 
2 
(| 
N 


J. loved better, becauſe 1, might 
know that my firſt friend was not 
ſo well qualified as the other to 
counſel me on that particular ſub- 


ject: a natural bias on her mind, 


ſome prevailing opinion, or ſome 
connection with perſons concerned, 
might make her an improper con- 
fident with regard to one particus- 
lar, though qualified to be wa on 
all other occaſions. 


The confidence of friendſhip, is 
indeed one of its ſweeteſt pleaſures 
and greateſt advantages. The hu- 
man heart often ſtands in need of 
ſome kind and faithful partner of 
its cares, in whom it may repoſe 
11 all 


Hurt an mn, ii 
all its weakneſſes, and with whom! 
it is ſure of finding the tendereſt 
ſympathy. Far be it from me to 
ſMtit'up the heart with cold diſtruſt, 
and rigid caution, or to adopt the 
odious maxim, that © we ſhould 
ne with a friend, as if he were 
none day to become an enemy.“ 
But we muft not wholly abandon 
prudence in any ſort of connection; 
ſince when every guard is laid aſide, 
our unbounded openneſs may in- 
jure others as well as ourſelves. 
Secrets entruſted to us muſt be 
ſacredly kept even from our neareſt 
friend; for ——— acthtuns 


poſe of the ſeerets Wn others.” 
02. 511 2719 23k 


7 Af there is danger in making an 
improper choice of friends, my 


dear child. how much more fatal 
would it be to miſtake in a ſtronger 
kind of attachment —in that which 
leads to an irrevocable engagement 
for life! yet ſo much more is the 
underſtanding blinded, when once 
the fancy is captivated,” that, it 
ſeems a deſperate undertaking, to 
convince a girl in love that ſhe has 
miſtaken the character of 2 nan 
ſhe prefers. Wo 


If the paſſions would wait i fon ths 
deciſion of judgment, and, if 
young woman could have the ſame 
opportunities of examining into the 
510 ä real 


al character of her lover, as into 
that of a female candidate for her 


friendſhip, the ſame rules might 


direct you in the choice of both; 


for, marriage being the higheſt 


important in a huſband. But 
young women know ſo little of the 
world, eſpecially of the other ſex, 
and ſuch pains are uſually taken to 
deceive them, that they are eve- 
ry way unqualified to chooſe for 


themſelves, upon their own judg- 
ment. Many a heart-ach ſhall I 


feel for you, my ſweet girl, if I 
live a few years longer! — Since, 
not only all * happineſs in this 
L897 world, 


Kate of friendſhip, the qualities re- 
quiſite in a friend are ſtill more 


on 


292 On ale Regulation of the 
world, but your advancement in 
religion and virtue, or your apo- 
ſtacy from every good principle you 
have been taught, will probably 
depend on the companion you fix 
to for life. Happy will it be for 
you, if you are wiſe and modeſt 
enough to withdraw from tempta- 
tion, and preſerve your heart free 
and open to receive the juſt recom« 
mendation of your parents: farther 
than a recommendation, I dare ſay, 
they will never go, in an affair, 
which, though it ſhould be begun 
by them, ought never to be pro- 
ceeded in, without * free con- 


Currence. 


4 „ 


may hear, or read of, depend upon 
which are made on rational grounds 
— on ſuitableneſs of character, de- 
gree, and fortune on mutual 
eſteem and the proſpect of a real 
and permanent friendſhip. Far be 
it from me, to adviſe you to marry = 
where you do not love; — a merce- 
nary marriage is a deteſteble pro- 
ſtitution : But, on the other hand; 


an union formed upon mere perſonal = 


king, without the requiſite founda- 
tion of eſteem; without the fanction 
of parental approbation, and, conſe- 
quently, without the blefing/-of 
. can be productive of nothing 
0 but 
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but miſery and ſhame. The paſ- 
ſion, to which every conſideration 
of duty and prudence is ſacrificed, 
inſtead of ſupplying the loſs of all 
other advantages, will ſoon itſelf 
be changed into mutual diſtruſt 
repentance—reproaches—and final- 
ly perhaps into h#tred. The diſ- 
treſſes it brings will be void of eve- 
ry conſolation: you will have diſ- 
guſted the friends who ſhould be 
your ſupport debaſed yourſelf in 
the eyes of the world and, what 1s 
much worſe, in your own eyes; 
and even in thoſe of your huſband: 
above all, you will have offended 


that God, who alone can ſhield you 
from calamity. 


Fr rom 
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From an act like this, I truſty, 


your duty and gratitude to your 
kind parents the firſt of duties next 
to that we owe to God, and inſe- 
parably connected with it — will ef- 
fectually preſerve you. But, moſt 
young people think they have ful - 
filled their duty, if they refrain 
from actually marrying againſt pro- 
hibition. They ſuffer their affec- 
tions, and even perhaps their word 
of honour to be engaged, without 
conſulting their parents: yet ſatiſ- 
fy themſelves with reſolving not to 


© marry without their conſent: not 


conſidering that, beſides the wretch- 


ed, uſeleſs, uncomfortable ſtate they 
plunge themſelves into, when they 


— — ——— — —ꝗ — — 
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contract an hopeleſs engagement, 
they muſt likewiſe involve a parent 
in the miſcrable dilemma of either 
giving a forced conſent againſt his 
judgment, or of ſeeing his beloved 
child pine away her prime of life 
in fruitleſs anxiety ſeeing her ac- 
cuſe him of tyranny, becauſe he re- 
ſtrains her from certain ruin — ſee- 
ing her affections alienated from her 
family — and all her thoughts en- 
groſſed by one object, to the de- 
ſtruction of her health and tpirits: 
and of all her improvements and 
occupations. What a cruel alter- 
native for parents, whote happi- 
neſs is bound up with that of their 
child The time to conſult them 
* 18 


is before you have given a lover che 
leaſt encouragement; nor ought you 
to liſten a moment to the man, 
who would wiſh: you to keep his- 
addreſſes ſecret; ſince he thereby 
ſhews himſelf conſcious that _ 
are not fit to be n | 


But perhaps I have ſaid R 
on this ſubject at preſent; though, 
ever advice on ſuch a topic can be 
of uſe, it muſt be before paſſion: 
has got poſſeſſion of the heart and 
filenced both reaſon and principle. 
Fix therefore in your mind, as 
deeply as poſſible; thoſe rules of 
duty and prudence, which now: 
ſeem reaſonable to you, that they 
>, 6 may 
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may be at hand in the hour of trial, 
in which ſtrong affections, and 


ed by diſcretion, involve ſo ni, 
of our ſex. | 


Tf you love virtue ſincerely, you 
will be incapable of loving an open- 
ly vicious character. But, alas!— 
your innocent heart may be eaſi- 
ly enſnared by an artful one — and 
from this danger nothing can ſecure 
you but the experience of thoſe, 
to whoſe guidance God has entruſt- 
ed you: may you be wiſe enough 
to make uſe of it! — So will you 
have the faireſt chance of attaining; 
the beſt bleſſings this world can 

| 5 afford, 
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L7 


afford, in a faithful and yirtuous 
union, with a worthy man, who may 
direct your ſteps in ſafety and ho- 
nour through this life, and partake 
with you the rewards of virtue in 
that which is to come. But, if this 
happy lot ſhould be denied you, do 
not be afraid of a ſingle life. A 
worthy woman is never deſtitute of 
valuable friends, who in a great 
meafure ſupply to her the want of 
nearer connections. She can never 
be flighted or diſeſteemed, while 
her good temper and beneyolence 
render her a bleſſing to her compa- 
nions. Nay, ſhe muſt be honoured 

by all perſons of ſenſe and virtue, 
for preferring the ſingle ſtate. to an 
185 union 
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union unwortlyy of her. The ca- 
lamities of an unhappy marriage are 
ſo much greater than can befal a 
ſingle perſon, that, the -unmarried 
woman may find abundant argu- 
ment to be contented with her con- 
dition, when pointed out to her by 
Providence. Whether married or 
ſingle, if your firſt care is to pleaſe 
God, you will undoubtedly be a 
bleſſed creature; For that which 
he delights in muſt be happy.” — 
How earneſtly I wiſh you this hap- 
;pineſs, you can never know, unleſs 
-you-could read the heart of 


your truly affectionate. 
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